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Wresting the Land 
By the time traders and explorers came to  

this area, the Pottowatomie occupied most of the 
shores of lake Michigan, including what is now 
evanston.

the portage afforded to the des Plaines river, 
and thus to the Mississippi river, from Gross Point 
attracted traders and explorers to this area. Father 
Jacques Marquette and explorer/trader louis 
Joliet are believed by some to have set foot here 
in 1663 or 1664.

French traders adopted many native american 
customs and some married native american 
wives. Many tribes sided with the French in their 
territorial war against the British, over which of 
these european nations would “own” the land  
in the Midwest and other parts of this country. 
this led to internecine conflict among some of the 
Midwestern tribes, who sided variously with  
the French of the British.

the treaty of Paris in 1763 officially ended the 
French and indian War with a “christian, universal, 
and perpetual peace, as well by sea as by land.” 
the treaty gave the British most of the Midwest.

after the revolutionary War, the united  
states wrested the land from the native 
americans through a series of treaties. in the 
1820s and early 1830s, the u.s. government 
pressured the tribes to cede or sell their land  
to the government in a series of treaties. 
this forced the native americans westward 
and opened the territory here to permanent 
settlement by white settlers.
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The RoundTable turns 15 with a salute to our town on 
its Sesquicentennial. This magazine presents some stories 
about early Evanston: traces left by the Pottawatomie near 
the lakeshore, the early white settlers on The Ridge, some of 
Evanston’s first institutions and some who helped shape them.  

This is not a compendium, nor even a real history, and all 
the events are abbreviated, much more than Evanston’s rich-
ness deserves. 

These stories show how ideals built this community, and 
while they reveal that some of those ideals were heedless 
of the rights of women and minorities, they also show that 
some of our early leaders did not embrace the status quo. The 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union  
was as much pro-family as anti-liquor. Too many husbands 
and fathers spent too much of their money at local saloons, 
dragging their families into poverty.

The cause of womens’ rights – a source of derision in 
many places – took root here, in what Frances Willard called 
“Parnassus” and Orrington Lunt, a “woman’s paradise.” But 
even paradise on earth can have its limits, and many of those 
limits were imposed on the community’s minority population. 
Restrictive covenants and institutional racism kept most of the 
community’s black population confined geographically and 
socially. From this enforced isolation grew some of Evanston’s 
strong, though segregated, institutions, notably Community 
Hospital, the Emerson Street YMCA and Foster School. 

Concerns for public safety and health led to the formation 
of our police force, fire-fighting teams and our two remaining 
– and stellar – hospitals. 

Public schools and a free library – ideas so fine and so 
ingrained in our culture that we just take them for granted 
in this country today – came to Evanston within just a few 
decades of its founding. And the genesis of it all was our 
world-class Northwestern University.

We hope these stories give a flavor of the spectrum that 
is our Evanston’s 150 years of trying to forge a community 
of beauty and harmony from disparate – often deliberately 
so – populations, cultures and dreams. We believe it will give 
readers a chance to delight again in what they already know 
and encourage them to learn more about what seems new.

We plan to cover additional topics, such as Evanston’s 
businesses and churches and its committment to civic issues 
and the arts, in subsequent magazines. 

We would like to acknowledge the extraordinary help of 
Genie and Steve Lemieux-Jordan of Evanston Photographic 
Studios and Morris “Dino” Robinson of Shorefront Legacy 
Center. Their willingness to dig into their troves allowed us  
for a few months to live in and study Evanston’s innovative 
and exciting but sometimes painful past. 

At Northwestern University, Kevin B. Leonard, University 
archivist, Janet C. Olson, assistant University archivist, and 
Yvonne Spura, archive assistant, generously shared their 
knowledge and their photos.

All of us look forward to this sesquicentennial year, which 
will afford us more time to synthesize our future from the  
past and the present.

	 	 	 							From	the	writers	and	editors
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By Mary Helt Gavin

indian trails along the shores of lake 
Michigan and on the ridges west of 
the lake and its swamps were marked 
by bent trees and worn deep into the 
ground by bare feet and moccasins. 
the lower limbs of the marker trees 
were bent to grow parallel to the 
ground. White oaks were used as 
marker trees in the evanston area,  
but farther north, the markers were 
white elms. 

the Pottowatomie appear to be the 
last tribe in the evanston area. they 
were hunters and were called by early 
evanston writers “prairie indians,” 
as distinguished from their eastern 
brethren, the “Pottowatomies of the 
Woods.” 

through a series of treaties 
between native americans – including 
the Pottowatomies – and the u.s. 
government, the land in what is 
now evanston was ceded to the 
government. the final treaty was 
signed in 1834. 

in gratitude for the help of the 
Pottowatomie chief in bringing 
about the 1829 treaty, the federal 

government granted land in 
what is now Wilmette and 
the north part of evanston 
to archange ouilmette, 
the Pottowatomie wife of 
antoine ouilmette. Mr. ouilmette, a 
French trader and one of the earliest 
settlers of chicago, moved to this area 
at some time between 1826 and 1829. 
their wedding – the first north shore 
wedding of which there is any history 

– took place in 1796 or 1797 in 
what is now Wilmette.

the evanston part of the 
ouilmette land was the site 
of at least two Pottowatomie 
chipping stations: one is said to 
have been on the northwestern 
campus, where in the 1880s 
the dearborn observatory 
stood. a second is marked by 
a plaque on a boulder near 
evanston Hospital. the chipping 
station was abandoned in 
1835, when by treaty the 
Pottowatomie were relocated 
from the evanston area north to 
Wilmette and beyond. 

archange ouilmette and other 
Pottowatomie were sent to iowa, 
and antoine ouilmette accompanied 
them. the treaty allowed the sale of 
her land only by permission of the 
President of the united states, so in 
1844, seven of the eight ouilmette 
children petitioned to allow the land 
to be sold. since few or none of the 
family members resided in the area 
and since the trees – the main asset 
of the land – were being cut down 
(stolen), the family requested the u.s. 
government to repurchase the land 
for $1.25 per acre. the government 
bought the reservation and resold 
it in several parts,  the evanston 
portion bringing $1.50 per acre. this 
repurchase allowed white settlers to 
populate what is now the northern 
part of evanston. 

the daughters of the american 
colonists erected a plaque along 
sheridan road in front of the Grosse 
Point lighthouse, describing the treaty 
and the gift of lands to archange 
ouilmette and her descendants. 

Native American Traces

There are still traces of hunting 
and fishing encampments, chipping 
stations (where arrowheads and axe 
heads were created from flint or other 
local stones) and stories of voyagers 
and scouts who used the portage at 
Grosse Pointe for their trips inland 
from points on the Great Lakes.

Artist’s conception: Archange 
Ouilmette by George Lusk. 
Painting is in Wilmette 
Historical Museum.

Historical marker on Sheridan 
Road near the Grosse Point 
Lighthouse marks the southeast 
corner of land given by the 
federal government to  
Archange Ouilmette.

Home of Antoine Ouilmette (1828-44). 
From a water-color drawing by  

Charles P. Westerfield. Photo source: 
“Evanston: Its Land and People”

RoundTable photo
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Before the Town 

of Evanston was 

incorporated in 

1863, most of what is 

Evanston today was 

waterlogged. However, 

about a mile inland 

from Lake Michigan 

the land rose up to 615 

feet above sea level. 

This high, dry ground 

was known to settlers 

as “the ridge” but has 

since been named by 

the National Register 

of Historic Places as the 

Evanston Ridge Historic 

District. 

Evanston’s Annexations/Organization
In accordance with the Township Act of 1849, 

the male settlers of “Township 41” (in which 
Evanston is located) met in April 1850 and 
chose the name “Ridgeville” for their township. 
The State Legislature subsequently changed the 
name to Evanston Township in February 1857 
and simultaneously expanded its boundaries. 
Evanston then existed under a loose form of 
county and township government until 1863. 

In that year, the residents decided that 
Evanston should be incorporated as a “town,” 
which by law could only include one square  
mile of land. The boundaries at the time were 
roughly Foster Street, the lake, Dempster Street 
and Wesley Avenue.

In 1872, Evanston was incorporated as a “village” 
by a vote of 104-37. In 1873, South Evanston and 
North Evanston were both incorporated as villages. 

After it incorporated as a village, Evanston was 
no longer subject to the one-square-mile limit, and 
it made many annexations. The two largest were 
North Evanston in 1874 and South Evanston in 1892. 
The residents in the annexed territories benefited 
by having a source of water provided by Evanston’s 
water works plant as well as other governmental 
services. Evanston benefited by increasing its tax 
base. 

In 1892, the residents of Evanston voted to  
become a “city” by a vote of 784 to 26. Evanston  
has remained a city since that time.

Source: “Evanston: Its Land and People”



by anne bodine

a drive down evanston’s narrow and bumpy ridge 
avenue can be a daunting task, especially during rush 
hour, but a glance to the east and west offers commuters 
a glimpse into evanston’s rich past. distinguished homes 
of varying architectural styles tower over ridge avenue, 
enhanced by deep lots, well-maintained lawns, mature 
trees and parkways adorned with ornamental street lights 
designed by noted architect thomas eddy tallmadge. 
these impressive homes harken back to a time when the 
highest and driest land in the area, once known as “the 
ridge,” attracted early pioneers to settle and develop the 
property, building the foundation for what is the city of 
evanston. 

Before the town of evanston was incorporated in 1863, 
most of what is evanston today was waterlogged. However, 
about a mile inland from lake Michigan the land rose up to 
615 feet above sea level. this high, dry ground was known 
to settlers as “the ridge” but has since been named by the 
national register of Historic Places as the evanston ridge 
Historic district. it attracted pioneers in the 1830s and 40s 
and later merchants and professionals who made their 
fortunes during the industrial revolution. these determined 
men and women built homes, raised families and ultimately 
prospered there, setting the stage for what is today the 
vibrant city of evanston.

Pioneers Make Their Way to “The Ridge”
“the ridge” was formed along the shoreline of geologic 

lake chicago during the calumet stage as the melting 
glaciers retreated. this area of high ground determined 
the pattern of settlement, for between “the ridge” and 
what was known as the “high bluff”(where northwestern 
university sits today) lay lower, wetter areas that often had 
to be negotiated by boat. 

 the first permanent settlers on “the ridge” were Major 
edward H. Mulford (1806-78) and his wife, rebecca. He had 
come west from new york in 1833 to establish a jewelry 
business with his sons. in 1836 he bought 160 acres of 
government land for $1.25 an acre in what was known as 
the Grosse Pointe territory. He built a rough board cabin in 
order to establish his claim. 

in about 1840, Maj. Mulford, known as the “gentleman 
pioneer,” also built a large log tavern, the ten-Mile House, 
where travelers on the Green Bay road stopped overnight. 
appointed Justice of the Peace, Maj. Mulford held the first 

Foster Farm ????

In the 1840s, the land west of the Ridge (Ridge 
Avenue) was prairie land, and a little farther west was 
timberland as far south as Rose Hill; it was referred to as 
the Big Woods. Logs were cut from the Big Woods and 
prepared for hauling when the ground to the east froze, 
since it was impossible to haul the logs over the marshy 
ground in other seasons. The logs were made into rafts, 
put into Lake Michigan and navigated to the mouth of 
the Chicago River by a tow line fastened to a yoke of 
oxen. Oak wood sold for 75 cents a cord. After the land 
was cleared of the oak trees, the stumps were put in 
piles and burned in a way that generated charcoal. 

the BIG WOODS

Mulford’s Tavern served as the first courthouse in Cook County 
and the first post office in Evanston. Photo courtesy Northwestern 
University Archives

Things That Go ‘Hoot’ in the Night 
Arunah Hill, visiting the Mulfords in 1836, 

describes in his “Reminiscences” the night 
noises around the Mulford house: “Large forest 
trees stood near the house, and as soon as the 
sun went down, the wolves, which were very 
numerous, would commence to howl. As the 
darkness deepened, the sounds would indicate 
the nearer approach of the animals, and often in 
the midst of the howls of the wolves there would 
be heard the piercing cries of lynx and wildcats. 
Owls hooted from the trees and added to the 
nocturnal chorus, which filled the family with 
fears, until they became accustomed to these 
voices of the night.” 
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court in cook county in his tavern. although his house and 
tavern sat south of today’s ridge Historic district, it was 
nonetheless important as a social and political center of the 
growing settlement as others built cabins along “the ridge” 
in the ensuing years. in 1846, the first post office in evanston 
was established there.

A Schoolhouse, a Cemetery  
And a Train Depot

according to the 1840 census, 154 of the 330 people 
living in Grosse Pointe were under the age of 15. so the 
pioneers built a school. 

in 1842 Henry clarke gave a half-acre of land on the west 
side of “the ridge,” where ridge avenue and Greenleaf 
street would later intersect, for the site of the school as well 
as a burial ground situated just west of the one-room log 
schoolhouse. the schoolhouse and cemetery might seem 
an odd combination, but burial lots were sold in advance, 
providing ready money to help pay for the land, the 
schoolhouse, its furnishings and teacher salaries. 

students made their way to the schoolhouse by foot or 
horse-pulled wagons except during the wet seasons, when 
they required rowboats, canoes or rafts to navigate the low-
lying, swampy areas between today’s ridge and chicago 
avenues. 

after the school closed around 1860 (actual date is 
unclear), it continued to be used for several years as a 
church and community center. the cemetery provided a final 
resting place for evanston families until 1871. it took another 
20 years before the cemetery was removed from the area’s 
wealthiest neighborhood. eventually all the bodies buried 
there were moved to rosehill cemetery in chicago. the  
site of the school and cemetery has been designated with  
a historical marker since 1960. 

as the pioneer community grew, the original settlers were 
joined and sometimes displaced by merchants, lawyers, 
manufacturers and other professionals who established 
homes here after the installation of evanston’s first train 
depot in 1854. 

andrew J. Brown, one of the incorporators of 
northwestern university in 1850, helped shape the town’s 
future by donating the land between dempster and church 

streets for the depot and the right-of-way of the chicago 
& Milwaukee railroad. the first train between chicago and 
Waukegan came through evanston on december 19, 1854. 
the trains became the vital transportation link that brought 
wealthy chicago entrepreneurs north to live with easy access 
to their workplaces in the city. 

Growth and Prosperity Ensue
By the time the town of evanston was incorporated 

on dec. 29, 1863, “the ridge” had begun to develop in a 
homogenous fashion. soon the high ground that attracted 
professionals as well as employees of the newly formed 
university would become distinguished by fine residential 
architecture designed by important builders and architects 
such as daniel Burnham, dwight Perkins and thomas 
tallmadge.

as the original settlers sold and subdivided their lands, the 
prime property on the west ridge (as the west side of ridge 
avenue came to be called) formed large estates that often 
covered entire blocks. 

 today, homes of varying architectural styles sit on 
relatively large, deep lots. it is not unusual to find a Queen 
anne style house next door to an italianate house next door 
to a Prairie style house because of the way in which blocks 
developed. those who bought entire blocks at a time would 
often select the center of the block to build their home, 
leaving the corners for those who might pay a premium to 
build their own houses. 

thus, much of the unique character of today’s ridge 
Historic district is the result of the development by those 
who made their fortunes from the advances of the industrial 
revolution. However, evanston’s very own prominent social 
reformer Frances e. Willard may have said it best when she 
gave credit to the resourceful pioneers who first settled on 
the highest land among murky waters in her book, “a classic 
town” (1892):

“on the ridge they have lived anywhere between forty 
and fifty years, having at an early day drawn up their feet out 
of the swamps on either side, by which less hardy pioneers 
had been discouraged, and planted them upon the firm 
vantage-ground of what later comers have developed into 
evanston’s most aristocratic street.”  

MULFORD DRAINAGe DItCh
The land between the ridges in Evanston was for the 

most part low, swampy ground, and at times impassible 
without a raft or boat. East ridge ran along Chicago 
Avenue. A larger ridge running along Ridge Avenue was 
to the west. Dutch Ridge was still further west. 

In the 1840s, several settlers made the first attempt 
to drain the swamp by constructing “Mulford’s ditch” 
between Chicago and Ridge avenues. The ditch, a 
wooden box drain, drew water north and east and 
emptied into the lake through a ravine between the 

college campus and the site of the first Biblical Institute 
building, Dempster Hall. 

Another early ditch, the “Big Ditch,” was built to 
drain the land west of Ridge Avenue, and was con-
nected with the North Branch of the Chicago River and 
the lake near the harbor in Wilmette. The ditch was 
about four miles long and six or seven feet deep.

A Drainage Commission was formed in 1855 to drain 
the wet lands. Over time, the low areas were filled with 
dirt to bring them to the levels that they are today.

n
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Celebrate dance in 2013!

Transforming Evanston’s unwanted dogs and cats into  
treasured companions with love, training and socialization

Offering pre-adoption guidance, affordable adoption fees  
and post-adoption support

Emphasizing best practices in animal sheltering

All Volunteer

Community Animal Rescue Effort
A Unique Shelter Matching Pets With People Since 1987

C.A.R.E., P.O. Box 1964, Evanston, Illinois 60204
phone  847–705–2653  web  care-evanston.org    facebook.com/CAREevanston
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THE REAL SNAIL MAIL
Before there was Twitter, people wrote letters. The first 

post office in what is now Evanston was established at 
Mulford’s Tavern in 1846, relieving folks of the trip to 
either Chicago or Niles (Dutchman’s Point) to find out 
news from friends and family. The “e”s were dropped from 
Grosse Pointe, and the new facility was the Gross Point 
Post Office. 

The first postmaster, George M. Huntoon, served for two 
and a half years. He was one of the six (or so) children of 
George Washington and Lucinda Huntoon, who moved to 
Grosse Pointe in 1841.

Another early postmaster was Edwin A. Clifford, who 
was appointed in 1865 and served until 1877. Following 
him were Orlando Merwin and then John A. Childs. 
During that time the post office, which had been located 
on Chicago Avenue near Davis Street, was moved to 617 
Davis St. (1874); to 810 Davis St. (1889) and finally to “the 
government building” in 1906. 

House numbers no doubt facilitated the delivery of 
mail, but in Evanston free mail delivery preceded home 
addresses. In 1881, the village trustees took on the idea of 
assigning a number to every house, but the project was not 
completed until after 1886. By that time mail delivery was 
free and George W. Hess was postmaster.  

Mr. Childs was twice reappointed postmaster: in 1889  
and again in 1897.

In “A Classic Town,” Frances Willard reports that by  
1891 there were “five authorized stamp agencies … in 
various parts of the village.” Mail delivered that year 
included 1,190 registered letters, 649,572 letters and 
103,609 postcards. More than 12,000 post cards,  
187,263 mail letters and 26,840 post cards were collected, 
Miss Willard wrote.

EvANSTON’S  
FIRST TELEPHONES

In about 1891, the first telephone 
station was erected in Evanston at 612 
Davis Street. By 1898 there were 554 
telephones in Evanston, mostly in 
businesses, where the telephone became 
regarded as a necessity. Two years later  
the number of telephones installed had 
nearly doubled.  

George Huntoon’s 
house, one of the 
first clapboard 
houses in the area, 
was built in 1843 
on the Ridge. 
Photo courtesy 
Northwestern 
University 
Archives

EARLY RAILROAD TRAINS 
The first railroad train passed through 

Evanston on its way to Waukegan in 1854; 
it was the Chicago and Milwaukee Railroad, 
which merged with the Chicago and North 
Western in 1866.  In 1874, the cost to ride from 
Chicago to Evanston was 14 cents on a 100-
ride ticket. At first, there was only one train in 
the morning and one in the evening; and there 
was only a single track. In 1882, a double track 
was completed. Even though Evanston was the 
first station north of Chicago, one commuter 
reported he had to leave his home at 4 a.m. to 
arrive at his office in Chicago by 7 a.m.

Evanston station of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, 1887. Photo courtesy Northwestern University Archives

Postman Tranis delivers mail to the Lunt Library on 
the Northwestern campus in 1916. Photo courtesy 
Northwestern University Archives



Within a few years of 
1855, Evanston got its 
name, the first passenger 
trains stopped here, 
the first black resident 
arrived and three 
colleges started classes. 
One of these, North 
Western University, 
pushed through two 
amendments to its state 
charter, one keeping 
Evanston dry until 1972 
and the other preventing 
it from taxing university 
land, which still holds 
today.

By Janet G. MessenGer

Perhaps the most important year 
in all evanston history was 1855. its 
pivotal events still shape the city of 
evanston today. 

north Western university – its name 
not officially changed to northwestern 
until 1863 – was not the first or even 
the second institution of higher 
education to open its doors here. 
First was Garrett Biblical institute, 
which began classes on the new nu 
campus in January 1855. next came 
north-Western Female college which 
opened in the fall, offering classes over 
colvin’s store while it waited for its 
elegant new building to be dedicated 
in december at the northwest corner 
of Greenwood and chicago.

north Western university trustees 
were eager to see the town grow, but 
they certainly did not cotton to this 
new female seminary – disliking its 
name, which implied an nu connection 
that did not exist, its grand structure, 
which put the university’s simple frame 
building in the shade, and its rush out 
of the starting gate. the “fem sem” 
not only began classes before nu, it 
boasted eight times the enrollment: 84 
coeds in 1855 compared to only four 
students at Garrett and 10 at nu. 

in the almost five years since nu 
was chartered in January 1851, 
its Methodist founders had been 
methodically laying the groundwork for 
success, acquiring hundreds of acres 
of land and using their political clout 
to gain advantageous legal rulings. 
classes did not begin until nov. 5, 
1855, in a new three-story building 
with six classrooms, a museum, a 
chapel and a bell tower.

it stood at the northwest corner of 
Hinman avenue and davis street. Back 
then, the west end of davis street was 
called college street, only one of the 
ways the university put its stamp on 
the future evanston.

until 1855, evanston had had two 
names – Gross Point and ridgeville – 
both owing to distinctive geological 
formations. it was first called Gross 
Point in 1846 when the new post 
office needed a name. Gross Point 
referred to the eyebrow or point 
jutting out at the lakeshore where the 
lighthouse is today. this name was first 
used in the 1600s by Father Jacques 
Marquette, who beached canoes there 
in 1864, a year after he and his French 
countryman, fur trader louis Joliet, 
were the first white men to explore  
the Mississippi river valley. 

Photo above from 1874 shows 
Northwestern University’s first 
building, dedicated in 1855. It was 
originally at the northwest corner 
of Hinman Avenue and Davis 
Street and was later moved to the 
campus. It was used for many 
years as a preparatory academy 
for the University. Photo courtesy 
Northwestern University Archives
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of the Methodist church. Maria Murray 
(1840-1900) became the first african 
american resident of evanston when 
she arrived in 1855 with newcomers 
Mr. and Mrs. allen vane. Maria Murray 
(later Mrs. George robinson) came 
here as a maid for Mary vane, who had 
bought her out of slavery and arranged 
for her freedom.

the first african american baby  
born in evanston was Mary louise  
scott Fields (1869-1934), daughter of 
andrew (1841-1924) and susan scott 

the name lasted only until 
1849, when both the post 
office and newly created 
township #41 were named 
ridgeville, in recognition of 
the two ridges (along ridge 
avenue. and chicago avenue.) 
that ran parallel to lake 
Michigan. 

While these ridges may  
not seem impressive today – 
partly because of improved 
drainage and because tons  
of landfill have raised the  
grade in between them –  
they once influenced daily 
life enormously, as residents 
lived on the dry ridges but 
still had to negotiate the low 
swampland in between to 
reach stores, blacksmiths, 
church, school, the post office 
and each other. every fall and 
spring, the lowlands turned 
wet, with some residents 
resorting to paddling boats 
and some critics scoffing 
that evanston land should be 
bought by the gallon.

the name ridgeville lasted until the 
post office was renamed evanston. 
university trustees had already 
submitted an 1854 downtown plat 
for registration under the name 
evanston. they had briefly considered 
evans, lakewood and university 
Place, luntville and simpson and then 
chose orrington for their colleague 
orrington lunt (1815-1897), who had 
found the campus site after months 
of searching, but Mr. lunt deflected 
the honor. instead, he proposed that 
the town be named for his brother-
in-law and fellow trustee, John evans 
(1814-1897), a physician, a Methodist 
minister and a real estate mogul whose 
know-how helped create a firm financial 
foundation for the fledgling institution. 
it could have been evansville, evanshire 
or evanstown, but some say the name 
evanston salutes both northwestern 
founders with its final syllable a little 
nod to orrington.

trustees had originally 
intended to locate nu in 
chicago, but the university’s 
first president, clark t. 
Hinman (1817-1854), urged 
them to forge a new identity 
outside the city, where they 
could buy cheaper farmland, 
lay out a town and then sell 
lots to support the institution. 
although Pres. Hinman 
died before northwestern 
ever enrolled a student, the 
trustees took his advice and 
began buying up farmland 
north of chicago.  

their first purchase, the 
swampy 379-acre Foster 
farm, stretched from what 
today would be Milburn 
to dempster and the lake 
to orrington or, in some 
places, all the way to Maple. 
they bought it for $25,000 
in 1853, and that was just 
the beginning. in 1854 they 
bought another 248 acres 
just west of the Foster farm. 
today, that property would be 
bounded roughly by church 

and dempster, chicago and asbury. 
that same year they bought the Billings 
farm south of central street and in 
1855 added the robinson farm, not  
the last they would acquire.

during 1854, northwestern trustee 
and business agent Philo Judson 
(1836-99) laid out the town, giving it a 
systematic north-south, east-west grid 
except for the projected downtown, 
which he twisted slightly so its 14 
blocks tip to the northeast. after the 
plat was accepted by county officials, 
he began selling lots in July 1854. 

John evans and Grant Goodrich, 
co-founders of both northwestern 
and Garrett, moved here, occupying 
two of the area’s 40 houses. Philo 
Judson started a store, over which the 
Methodists held their meetings. 

evanston’s growing population soon 
reflected the stalwart abolitionist stance 

JOHN EvANS
In 1855,  

Dr. John Evans 
settled into 
Evanston, in a 
“Gothic cottage” 
which by the 
1890s had been 
moved to 1317 
Chicago Ave. 
While in the 
Midwest, he 
left the field of 
medicine for 
commerce, helping to build the 
Chicago and Fort Wayne Railroad.

One of the founders of 
Northwestern University, he 
served as president of its board for 
42 years, many of them while he 
lived out of state.

President Abraham Lincoln 
appointed him governor of the 
Colorado Territory, an office he 
held from 1862 until 1865. 

The Sand Creek Massacre of 
Cheyenne Indians on Nov. 29, 
1864, essentially ruined Gov. 
Evans’ political career. He was 
sanctioned and removed from 
office after a Congressional 
investigation. Colonel John 
Chivington, Gov. Evans’ right-
hand man, essentially engineered 
the massacre, which occurred 
during a series of peace talks.

Gov. Evans and Col. Chivington 
later established Denver Seminary, 
now Denver University.

John Evans
Photo courtesy 
Northwestern 

University Archives

Philo Judson 
Photos courtesy 
Northwestern 
University Archives

Clark Hinman

Orrington Lunt
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(18??-1912), who came here during 
the civil War. By 1882, evanston had 
enough black residents to fill two 
churches of their own.

 another legacy of 1855 was the 
arrival of the chicago and Milwaukee 
railroad, which ran its first passenger 
trains through the village mid-year. 
it was nu’s John evans who made 
sure the train came but did not 
despoil the lakefront; he arranged 
track right-of-way through town and 
persuaded trustee andrew J. Brown 
(1820-1906) to deed land for the davis 
street depot. this foresightedness 
made evanston an attractive place to 
live because of its easy commute to 
chicago and also helped nurture its 
role as a cultural and retail hub of the 
north shore.

 a more important change came 
on valentine’s day 1855, when the 
state legislature granted two crucial 
amendments to nu’s 1851 charter. 
the first banned the sale of “spiritous, 

vinous, or fermented liquor … within 
four miles“ of the university except for 
medicinal, mechanical or sacramental 
uses. the four miles – measured from 
the Hinman-davis intersection where 
the college building stood – reached 
all the way to devon avenue in 
chicago. evanston never managed to 
close down all the blind pigs inside 
the four-mile limit. With a puny $25 
penalty for any infractions written right 
into the amendment, evanston officials 
were often ridiculed when they tried 
to close saloons beyond evanston 
borders.

 nonetheless, this ban stood in 
force in evanston proper for almost 80 
years. after national prohibition ended 
in 1933, when the 21st amendment 
to the u.s. constitution repealed 
the 18th amendment, the repeal 
was construed to apply to all state 
prohibitions as well. evanston, home 
to the national Women’s christian 
temperance union since 1900, quickly 

passed its own temperance law in a 
november 1934 referendum. evanston 
remained dry until 1972.

 the university charter’s second 
amendment still stands. it gave 
nu a tax-free status for as many as 
2,000 acres of illinois land. it reads, 
“all property of whatever kind or 
description, belonging to or owned 
by said corporation, shall be forever 
free from taxation for any and all 
purposes.” 

 in every decade evanston has 
undergone changes, including this last 
10 years with the continuing departure 
of manufacturers and other for-profit 
enterprises while increasingly relaxed 
zoning allows much greater residential 
density, pushing the city’s skyline into 
the clouds. But it is doubtful that any 
decade, let alone single year, made 
such important and lasting changes as 
that of evanston’s stunning inaugural 
year of 1855.

Creating smiles for 60 Years!

EBSA 1953-2013
Register today for the 2013 season at 
www.evanstonbaseball.com

Anything But Ordinary

www.christopherduquet.com 847-733-0656
hand made in evanston
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of her leadership in the 
mid-to-late 1800s of 
the Woman’s christian 
temperance union (Wctu) 
and its successful lobbying 
for the 18th amendment 
to the united states 
constitution. But Miss 
Willard was also a force for change in 
other areas of american life and was 
a person, as well, the product of her 
upbringing and of her time.

that which most made her a 
true evanstonian was not that she 
made her home here, was an early 
proponent of women’s education here 
or became the first dean of women at 
northwestern university. it is that she 
deeply loved evanston, the city that 
grew up with her and that matured at 
the same time as she did. evanston 
had something of her in its molding: 
the demand for respect for one 
another and equality of treatment for 
all. evanston accepted temperance 
reform as integral to the production 
of a moral environment in which that 
could happen. 

Frances Willard, who 
came to be seen as such 
a daughter of evanston, 
was not born here, nor 
even raised in the city. 
the family moved here 
when Frances was 19, so 
that oliver, the eldest at 
24, could attend Garrett 
Biblical institute, and 
Frances and her sister 
Mary could attend north 
Western Female college, 
a seminary for women with 
Methodist connections. 
she became involved 
to some degree in the 
temperance movement 
during this time, signing 
an abstinence pledge 
herself in 1855. she 
was valedictorian with a 
“laureatte of science”  
in 1859.

starting in May 1860, Miss Willard 
taught in a variety of women’s colleges 
in illinois and in Pittsburgh. she was 
briefly engaged to charles Fowler, 
a divinity student, but broke it off 
herself. 

evanston continued to be the home 
she returned to, as she did from 
Pittsburgh in 1863, when General 
robert e. lee and the confederate 
army crossed the Potomac. But she 
was teaching again in lima, n.y., in 
1866. two years later, with a friend, 
Frances Willard travelled abroad, 
finally returning to evanston in 1870. 
she took a job at the new evanston 
college for ladies, which then merged 
with northwestern university – as an 
instructor of aesthetics and as dean 
of women. she resigned, however, in 
1874, when it became clear that male 
students and faculty – including Mr. 
Fowler – were unable to accept her. 

 that winter, at the age of 35, 
Frances Willard became serious about 
the Woman’s christian temperance 
union and accepted the chicago 
branch’s leadership role. she began 
speaking at meetings about both 
temperance, suffrage and the right of 
women to vote. she also talked about 
related issues as she saw them: labor 
organization, eight-hour workdays 
and improvement of factory workers’ 
conditions. she urged the end of child 
labor, raising the age of sexual consent 
for females to 16 and establishing laws 
regarding rape. she was a rousing 
speaker and spoke in towns and cities 
as far away as Great Britain, where her 
ideas were very influential.

Frances Willard insisted on the 
importance of women’s suffrage 

Frances Willard 
  EvANSTON ACTIvIST

“Four years after the village 
was named and platted, and 
when it numbered hardly 
more than 500 inhabitants, 
my parents came here 
to live: here their three 
children were graduated, 
and from here three of the 
five who constituted our 
family have been laid to  
rest in Rosehill Cemetery. 
… I speak as one of the 
earliest pioneers who yet 
survive in Evanston.”  
(From “Evanston,  
A Classic Town”)

This photo, dates from 
around 1874, when 
Frances E. Willard was 
the first dean of women at 
Northwestern University. 
Photo courtesy of the 
Frances E. Willard 
Memorial Library & 
Archives.

This statue of 
Frances E. Willard 

was given to the 
National Statuary 
Hall Collection by 

Illinois in 1905. The 
State appropriated 

$9,000 for the 
statue, by artist 

Helen Farnsworth 
Mears. Along with 

that of James Fields, 
the statue represents 

Illinois in the 
Collection in the U.S. 

Capitol building.

By natalie WainWriGHt

 Most residents know that 
evanston is home to the Frances 
Willard House Museum, and they 
know what Frances elizabeth 
caroline Willard herself is most 
known for today – for having been 
a powerhouse behind the institution 
of Prohibition in 1920. Many know 
this was because 
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as critical to women’s lives and inextricable from 
temperance in its importance. she earned the presidency 
of the illinois Wctu and then of the national Wctu, the 
country’s largest organization of women, and co-founded 
the World Wctu in 1883. she joined in founding the 
national council of Women in 1888 and served as its 
president its first year.

on the occasion of the dedication of a marble bust of 
Frances e. Willard at northwestern university, speaker 
senator albert J. Beveridge (1862-1927) said of her: 

 “Frances e. Willard was the conscience of the 19th 
century incarnate. she proved that the most practical age 
of the world can produce the most effective idealist of 
history. she was like no other character, and yet like all 
the mighty ones of earth. she was savonarola or lincoln 
or Gladstone or even disraeli in her practical sense….” 

 Her famous slogan was “do everything.” she has been 
called “the mother of grassroots organizing.” While she 
was familiar with and a friend to people of national and 
international celebrity, it was those from evanston who 
moved her to write extensively of them. Her “evanston: 
a classic town” is ultimately a biography of a city and a 
work of love.

 Miss Willard reportedly said of the town she favored 
over all others, “When i get to Heaven, register me from 
evanston.”

Parent/Infant · Parent/Child · Toddler · Early Childhood 3-6 · Elementary · Middle School 
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and what children learn. 
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Chiaravalle Montessori 
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We are honored to be part of a 
community that places a high value 
on the education of children. 

Since 1872, the northeast corner 
of Dempster and Hinman has 
been a school. This tradition of 
eduational space continued with 
the construction of the H.H.C. 
Miller School in 1898. Chiaravalle 
Montessori, founded in 1965, 
began to call 425 Dempster 
“home” in 1980. 

Here’s to the next 150 years!

Jackie Chan

Polio still cripples thousands of children around the world. 
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 or stop by the End Polio Now exhibit at 

 Rotary International headquarters, 
 1560 Sherman Avenue.
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Rotary

We Are ThisClose to Ending Polio.

n



 14   15 STORIES • 150 YEARS 

EVANSTON TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL 

1600 Dodge Avenue • Evanston, IL 60201

Established in 1883, Evanston Township High School has been an integral part of the Evanston community 
for nearly 130 years. More than 67,000 Evanstonians have graduated from ETHS, one of the top-ranked 
high schools in Illinois and in the nation. We are committed to working together with parents, community 
members and business professionals to prepare our young people for multiple avenues of opportunity and 
to continue to provide a world-class educational experience for generations to come.

847-424-7000  • www.eths.k12.il.us
COMMUNITY
PA R T N E R

Photo courtesy of Lynn Trautmann (LT Photo, Evanston)

Home of the Wildkits

after his term as president, 
Benjamin Harrison gave a speech in 
indianapolis in which he described 
how people assess a community. a 
prospective resident, he said, “will 
want to know all about the homes, 
the schools, the churches, the social 
and literary clubs, whether it is a place 
where domestic life is convenient 
and enjoyable, where the social life is 
broad and hospitable, where vice is 
in restraint; where moral and physical 
sanitation have due provision, where 
charity is broad and wise …”

When evanstonians of today pride 
themselves on activism, innovation 
and civic pride, they should know 
that they did not invent these – they 
inherited them. Historian J. seymour 
currey quotes some remarks about 
evanston, made in the 1890s by “a 
gentleman who has long been familiar 
with evanston society”: 

“evanston may not be won by 
blandishments. recognition in a 

social way is not to be found by 
position, wealth or even literary 
accomplishment. there is no royal 
road to the favor of evanston people. 
they are reserved, self-contained – 
even indifferent. one might think it 
caprice, whim, anything you like. 

“there is no explaining it. it 
cannot be explained or described, 
but we may generalize. the ways 
of evanston society are past all 
finding out … it is not like anything 
one has ever read in novels of 
english society life. … evanston 
has enemies. it also has critics. But 
evanston laughs with the critics and 
takes no notice of its enemies. the 
critics have plenty to criticize and 
evanston knows it and will not show 
the least vindictiveness on that 
score. … But its enemies! When 
you find them you don’t wonder 
that evanston despises them. you 
will even say, ‘i love her for the 
enemies she has made.’”

THE SAvOR OF A COMMuNITY

Photo by/courtesy of Evanston Photographic Studios Inc.
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School District 65 
FROM A LOG CABIN TO A GLOBAL MISSION 
By larry Gavin

the first school in evanston operated out of a cooper shop 
in the early 1840s near the intersection of ridge avenue and 
crain street. a year later a one-room log school was built on 
the northeast corner of ridge avenue and Greenleaf street. 
Historical sources give different years in which the log school 
was built, ranging between 1842 and1845.

 the log school, established 14 years before illinois law 
authorized tax-supported schools, was operated on a 
“subscription” basis; tuition ranged from three-fourths of 1 
cent to 6 cents a day, depending on the number of students 
and the teacher’s salary. the first teacher was paid $1.25 a 
week. the log building also served as a church and meeting 
place. a cemetery was in the back yard, and a marshy swamp 
was to the east. 

children who lived along chicago and Hinman avenues, 
then known as east ridge, could cross the marsh using a 
narrow bridge made of single planks; they could balance 
themselves while traversing the planks by using poles that 
were left on either side of the bridge. at times children  
were required to use rafts or boats to cross the marsh to  
get to school. 

in 1852, the first school districts were formed in township 
no. 41 (which encompasses evanston). the first school 
established as a public school and funded with public bonds 
was probably built in 1852. the one-room school was on the 
north side of church street, just east of Maple avenue. 

over the next 50 years, ten schools were built in what 
became evanston, all of which were either eventually 
replaced with much larger school buildings on the same 
site or abandoned. seven were built east of ridge avenue: 
Benson avenue school, 1860 (abandoned for a railroad 
right-of-way); north ridge school, 1871 (site of noyes 
cultural arts center); Madison street school,1871 (site  
of central school, which was closed); the dempster  
street school, 1871 (site of chiaravalle Montessori 
school); east side school, 1886 (site of lincoln school); 
Haven school, 1888 (abandoned); larimer school, 1894 
(site of larimer Park).

three schools in that time frame were built west 
of ridge avenue: central street school, 1870 (site of 
independence Park); Wesley avenue school, 1882 (site of 
dewey school); and Washington school, 1902.

during this period evanston was a national pioneer in 
implementing many new ways to educate students. in 
1873, the elementary schools were organized with grades 
– previously students were often taught together in one 
classroom. in 1875, over objections that the public should 
not provide a free high school education, high school 
classes were taught in a room on the third floor at the 
Benson avenue school, until evanston township 
     High school was established in 1883. in 1894, the first 
        kindergarten was established at Wesley avenue 
          school, an outgrowth of a kindergarten class  
             established by the Women’s christian temperance 
  Movement. in 1897, one of the first mother’s 
                  clubs in the nation, and a forerunner of the 
                    Ptas, was started at noyes school. 

In 1881, the Hinman Avenue School was 
built at Hinman Avenue and Dempster Street, 
originally the site of the Dempster Street School. 
The Dempster Street School building was moved 
to Clark Street and Benson Avenue in 1881 and 
used by the Second Baptist congregation until  
it was destroyed by fire in 1889. Photo  
source: “Evanston: Its Land and People”

s
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in 1913, evanston pioneered the concept of using the 
departmental method of instruction in the seventh and 
eighth grades. Five years later, an intermediate school was 
established at noyes school, bringing together seventh- 
and eighth-graders from all schools in evanston. When the 
high school moved to a new building in 1924, evanston’s 
school districts bought and operated the old high school 
building for use as an intermediate school. By this time, as  
a result of consolidations, evanston had two school districts, 
district 75 and 76.

a few years later, in 1927, Haven intermediate school was 
built, and nichols intermediate school was built in1928. 

in 1950, school districts 75 and 76 were consolidated 
and became district 65. after the consolidation, district 65 
had the following K-6 schools: central, college Hill, dewey, 
Haven lower, lincoln, lincolnwood, noyes, Miller, oakton, 
orrington, Washington and Willard. it had two junior high 
schools, Haven upper and nichols, and one K-8 school, 
Foster.  

at the time of the consolidation, district 65 had 
approximately 5,000 students, and administrators 
projected the enrollment would grow to 10,000 students 
by the mid-1960s. in the next 16 years, the district added 
five new school buildings to accommodate the increased 
growth: dawes (1954), timber ridge (now named Bessie 
rhodes) (1957), skiles Junior High (now Martin luther King)
(1956), Kingsley (1965) and chute (1966).

Segregation and Desegregation
in 1920, Foster school, which was located in the west 

section of what is now the Fifth Ward, was almost exclusively 
white. during the 1920s, evanston’s downtown was 
redeveloped, and many african american families who were 
forced from the downtown area settled in the west part of 
the Fifth Ward. in addition, the african american population 
in evanston increased from 6,000 to 12,000, many of whom 
settled in the Fifth Ward. By 1930 the student body at Foster 
was almost entirely african american. it remained that way 
until the mid-1960s. 

in the early 1960s, the percentage of african american 
students at Foster school was 99%, at dewey school – 66%, 
at noyes and central schools – 33%, and at Haven lower, 
Miller and Washington schools – 5% to 10%. Few or no 
african american students attended the district’s nine other 
elementary schools. 

under pressure from local groups, the school Board 
adopted a formal desegregation plan in 1966. under the 
plan, Foster school was closed as a neighborhood school, 
becoming instead a laboratory school offering innovative 
educational programs for grades K-5. the laboratory 
school, later named the Martin luther King, Jr. experimental 
laboratory school, was open to the entire district and was 
designed as a magnet to draw white children to the school 
and thereby desegregate it. 

as a second part of the desegregation plan, all of the 
children who had previously attended Foster school and 

59% of the children who had previously attended dewey 
school were reassigned to new schools. Most of these 
children were assigned and bused to one of seven schools 
on the district’s periphery as their attendance-area school. 

as a third part of the plan, all of the district’s school 
attendance areas were redrawn so that the enrollment of 
african american children in each school ranged from 17% 
to 25% of the student body at the school. 

While many people and organizations supported 
the desegregation plan, a number of neighborhood 
organizations were formed to oppose it. to give some 
perspective on the level of interest, a school Board election 
in april 1970 drew more than 26,000 voters, far in excess 
of the 3,000 who typically turned out for such elections. 
the election, which was closely split between two slates 
of school Board candidates, was viewed by many as a 
referendum on the then-superintendent, who was viewed  
by some as moving quickly to fully integrate all aspects of 
the schools and by others as abrasive. 

evanston was the first northern city to desegregate all  
of its elementary schools. 

School Closings and Racially  
Balancing the Schools 

student enrollment dropped from 10,860 students in 1967 
to 8,413 in 1976 and to 7,061 in 1979. closing schools and 
simultaneously redrawing attendance areas in order to avoid 
overcrowding and maintain racial balance in the schools was 
a major challenge. 

in september 1976, the district implemented a plan under 
which college Hill, Miller, and noyes schools were closed.  
in addition, skiles Middle school was closed as an attend-
ance-area school and turned into a magnet school serving 
grades 6-8. 

After a fire destroyed Central School in March 1894, a state-of-the-art 
building, pictured above, was built to replace it at Main Street and 
Elmwood Avenue. The new school opened in January 1895 and was 
closed in the mid-1970s. School was in session during the 1894 fire, 
but through heroic efforts of teachers and several local businessman, 
no lives were lost, although 10 persons were injured. Photo courtesy 
Northwestern University Archives
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the district approved a second-school closing plan in 
early 1979. (under this plan, the Board closed timber ridge, 
central and Kingsley schools and transferred the King lab 
school program to skiles (now known as King lab.) thus,  
the old Foster school building would no longer be used as  
a magnet school. 

during the debates on the school closings, many african 
american leaders urged that the old Foster school building 
be used to reestablish a neighborhood school in the Fifth 
Ward. they said african american children had borne a dis-
proportionate burden of desegregating the district’s schools: 
they lost their neighborhood school and were five times more 
likely to be bused to school than white children. the school 
Board denied their requests, saying that fewer children 
would be bused under the school closing plan selected.

in light of the school closings, district 65 was required 
to redraw attendance areas. it did so in a way that would 
racially balance the schools in accordance with a rule 
adopted by the illinois state Board of education. in 1985, 

the school Board adopted a guideline that “no defined  
racial group shall exceed 60% of a school population.” 

For the next 22 years, the district attempted to adhere 
to the 60% guideline by redrawing attendance areas, by 
reopening timber ridge (Bessie rhodes) as a magnet  
school and by taking race into account in deciding whether 
to admit students to the magnet schools and in granting 
permissive transfers. 

in June 2007 the united states supreme court held 
that a student’s race could not be taken into account in 
deciding whether to admit the student to magnet schools, 
even if the purpose was to promote integration. district 65 
amended its policies to comply with this decision.  

valuing Education
the evanston community has a long history of valuing 

and supporting education. since at least the 1960s, the 
community has also valued diversity in the schools. in 1999 
the student body was 45% white, 43% african american 
and 8% Hispanic. this year the percentages are 44% white, 
25% african american, 18% Hispanic and 7% multi-racial. 
Many people have chosen evanston as the place to raise 
their children because it offers a high quality, diverse 
education.

nonetheless, an achievement gap between white and 
african american and Hispanic students continues today. 
the gap in district 65 is due in part to the very high levels 
of achievement of white students, who on average score 
at the 88th percentile on the illinois standard achievement 
test. another factor is that very high percentages of african 
american and Hispanic students in the district are from 
low-income households. african american and Hispanic 
students in the district who are from non-low income 
households have in recent years performed at substantially 
higher achievement levels than the statewide average for 
all students. Progress is being made.  

reflecting a broader world view, the school Board 
adopted a new mission statement in 2009 as part of its five-
year strategic plan: “educating each student to succeed 
in and contribute to our global community by cultivating 
creativity, compassion and the pursuit of excellence.”

In 1886, the four-room East Side School was built at Main Street 
and Forest Avenue. Within ten years, parents clamored for more 
adequate space, and in 1896 Lincoln School, pictured below,  
was built with architecture similar to that of the new Central 
School. This building was used until 1960. Photo courtesy 
Northwestern University Archives

Since the early 1960s, District 65 has implemented 
many programs to address the needs of a diverse student 
body, such as by implementing the Head Start program, 
offering academic interventions for students, adopting 
a more culturally responsive curriculum, and training 
teachers to be culturally sensitive. The District has also 
attempted, within budgetary constraints, to offer fine 
arts and foreign language as part of the curriculum. In 
more recent years, the District has placed a major focus 
on meeting the needs of a diverse group of students in 
the same classroom by differentiating instruction and 
pushing supports into the classroom, rather than by 
pulling students out of the classroom for interventions.

To accommodate an increased Hispanic population, 
in 2001 the District implemented the Two-Way-
Immersion Program, a bilingual program in which 
Spanish-speaking and English-speaking students are 
taught in the same classroom. To offer an option to 
African American and other students, in 2006 the 
District began to offer the African American Curriculum 
which infuses African and African American culture 
into the curriculum. To better address the needs 
of students with a disability, in 2009 the District 
implemented the Inclusion Program, a program whose 
goal is to move more students with a disability into the 
general education classrooms.

ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF A DIvERSE STuDENT BODY
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Under the Sun
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The first church building in Evanston was constructed at 
the northeast corner of Church Street and Orrington Avenue 
in 1856 at a cost of $2,800. It was the first community 
church in Evanston, used by all denominations, but it 
was under Methodist control. Northwestern subsequently 
donated land for separate churches for five denominations: 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Episcopalians 
and Baptists. In 1866, the Catholics purchased a lot for a  
church at Lake Street and Oak Avenue. 

Historical marker 
at the site of the 

first log cabin 
school, the corner 

of Ridge Avenue 
and Greenleaf 

Street.

Representation of Evanston’s first school in what is now Evanston. 
The log cabin also served as the first church. Photo source: 
“Evanston: Its Land and Its People”

The log school house built on Ridge Avenue 
and Greenleaf Street in the early 1840s was also 
used as the first church building in the area, with 
Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterians attending 
church services in the building side by side. As the 
population grew, more space for church was needed, 
and a chapel at Garrett Biblical Institute was used for 
about five months in 1855. Later, for a few months, a 
room above Colvin’s store at Orrington Avenue and 
Davis Street was used, and then the just-completed 
Institute Chapel at Northwestern University was used. 

RoundTable photo

2012

1926 Pioneers in Education

Baker Demonstration School, founded in 1918 by 
Clara Belle Baker, was part of  the original Kindergarten 
movement in the United States and one of  the first early 
childhood programs in Evanston. Today, Baker continues 
to pioneer innovative teaching techniques that honor, 
motivate, challenge, and inspire children each day.

Learn more at bakerdemschool.org
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Join Us at the 
Globe Café & Bar

1710 Orrington Avenue
Downtown Evanston • 847.866.8700  

orringtonevanston.hilton.com

...for Mouth Watering Entrées 
and Daily Drink Specials

Tables for Large Parties and 
Private Dining Room Available. 

Reservations Accepted

Finnpro is a full service painting and restoration com-
pany offering services for homeowners, organizations 
and commercial properties. Our skilled workmen have 
successfully completed thousands of projects.

Since 1995 the Service you can truSt

F I N N P R O inc.
PaintinG anD reStoration

“Your excellent crew did an excellent job!”  
Evanston, 11/2012

“We were very pleased with the work and the  
professionalism. Thank you so much!”  

Evanston, 10/2012

“Always a preasure to have your staff working here.  
Everything is done carefully and correctly”

Evanston, 11/2012

on any  
interior WorK 
contracted between 
January 4 and  
February 15, 2013

“Fully licensed and insured and EPA lead-safe certified”

847-328-8888
www.finnpro.com

15% off
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By victoria scott

evanston’s public high 
school is a jewel in the crown 
of a community that strives 
for diversity, tolerance and 
achievement. 

More than half the 2,974 
students at evanston township 
High school are minorities – 
30 percent of them black or 
african american, 16.3 percent 
Hispanic/latino and 45.4 
percent white. its 2011 per-
pupil expenditure of $20,298 
was the 13th highest among 
illinois high schools. 

But in the beginning 
the community was not 
so supportive. evanston’s 
first public high school was 
unimposing and mostly unwanted – a single classroom on 
the third floor of Benson school in 1875. Many citizens 
thought it unnecessary to pay for a public secondary 
school in a town that already had the private Preparatory 
school of northwestern university.  

in 1880 evanston voted against funding a building to 
house the growing and peripatetic village High school. 
at the same time, evanston had begun to pride itself on 
academic excellence, with village High placing third of 15 
schools in a statewide educational contest in 1881.  

the next year the town elected to build a proper high 
school, though stakeholders disagreed on the site. they 
compromised on a plot at dempster street and what is 
now elmwood avenue, dedicating the original evanston 
township High school there on aug. 31, 1883. 

etHs opened with four teachers, 107 students and a 
classical, college preparatory curriculum. the first principal 

was Henry Boltwood, who earlier 
had authored a law allowing for 
the creation of special township 
high school districts that gave 
schools access to revenue from 
both a town and the surrounding 
land.

the second principal, Wilfred 
Beardsley, spent most of his term 
(1906-28) convincing evanston 
to get behind a new site and 
building. despite the fact that 
700 students were crammed into 
a space for 600, bond issues for 
an addition failed in 1912 and 
1913. By 1915 Mr. Beardsley was 
advocating a whole new school 
on 11.5 acres at Greenwood 
street and ashland avenue. 

the vote for a building passed 
easily on nov. 6, 1915. But a separate vote on where to put 
it turned into a kind of civil war. north-side residents waged 
a fiery campaign for a lincoln and ridge location; south-
siders fought for Greenwood and ashland. 

the south-siders lost – and took their battle to court. 
For three years the case bounced from one illinois court 
to another until in 1919 the illinois supreme court ruled 
the site election null and void. Mr. Beardsley began 
championing 55 swampy acres at church street and dodge 
avenue in a remote part of town characterized mostly by 
onion fields. tired of fighting, the people acquiesced, first 
voting to purchase the land and then, in 1921, to fund the 
building.

students started school in 1923 with no heat and the 
distraction of a narrow gauge railroad chugging across the 
front yard. at its formal opening in 1924 – a dozen years 
after Mr. Beardsley began crusading for it – the new etHs 

The original Evanston Township High School, built at 
Dempster Street and Elmwood Avenue, was dedicated in 
1883. In 1924, when ETHS moved to a new building, 
Evanston’s elementary school districts used this building 
as an intermediate school. Photo courtesy of ETHS

Built for the Ages: 
Evanston Township High School

FIRST SALE OF SCHOOL LAND 
When Congress passed an Act in 1818 

enabling Illinois to adopt a State Constitution, 
the Act contained a provision that “Section 
16” in every township should be granted 
to the State for the inhabitants of such 
township to use to support the schools; and 
if Section 16 had already been disposed of, an 
equivalent amount of land was to be granted. 
(As a rule, townships had six square miles and 

36 sections). In Township 41C, which eventually 
became Evanston Township, Section 16 was in 
Lake Michigan, and so other land consisting of 
about 153 acres was substituted: the land between 
Simpson Street, Dodge Avenue, Grant Street and 
Hartrey Avenue.  In 1847, the School Trustees sold 
this land for $1.25 an acre, the minimum amount 
allowed. The money obtained from the sale of this 
land subsequently “disappeared.” 
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served 1,600 students and had the 
potential, with future additions, 
to house 4,500. over the next 
40 years the building grew in 
accordance with Mr. Beardsley’s 
plans into today’s impressive 
structure, its four wings named for 
the first principal/superintendents: 
Boltwood, Beardsley, Bacon and 
Michael. enrollment peaked at 
5,175 in 1969-70, then plunged and 
bottomed out in 1996 at 2,624. By 
2005-06 it had risen to 3,164.

today etHs boasts 12 gyms, 
two swimming pools, a field house, 
a greenhouse, two theaters, a tv 
studio and a 1,500-seat auditorium. a football field and 
stadium stand on ten additional acres purchased in 1944. 
and in the last several years faculty, students and volunteers 
have reclaimed unused land, carving a two-acre nature 
center from a tangled thicket and coaxing an edible garden 
from a trash-littered lot.  

the school has continued to garner accolades. in 1968 
the ladies Home Journal named etHs the best school in 
the country. currently the Washington Post ranks it #14 
and u.s. news and World report #17 of illinois schools. 
etHs has a graduation rate of 90.1 percent and a college 
attendance rate of 71 percent and has three times been 
named a Grammy signature award school for its music 
program.

African Americans at ETHS
In 1924 there were about 10 African American 

students at Evanston Township High School. The 
number grew to 228 in 1945, and 720 in 1968. Through 
this period, some felt “blacks were marginalized and 
regarded as second-class citizens of the high school.” 
See “Perspectives in Black and White” (2008), by 
Michael Frank Miles. 

In the 1968-69 school year, a student group called 
Black Organization for Youth formed and presented 
their concerns to the School Board. Following 
a sit-in demonstration in the lobby outside the 
Superintendent’s office and racial tensions at the 
school, the Superintendent endorsed most of the black 
student group’s demands as being “pretty good ideas.” 
The School Board subsequently resolved to intensify 
its efforts to hire additional African American teachers 
to bring the percentage in line with the percentage of 
African American students at the school, to appoint six 
black counseling aides, to establish a African American 
advisory committee and to offer courses in African 
American literature and humanities. 

In subsequent years ETHS implemented many 
programs to encourage minority students to participate 
in honors and advanced placement classes. In 1999 
ETHS was one of the founding members of the 
Minority Student Achievement Network, a national 
coalition of school districts that has worked to develop 
strategies to address the achievement gap between 
black and white students. Recently ETHS revamped 
its freshman Humanities and Biology programs in an 
effort to include more black and Hispanic students in 
rigorous classes. 

Evanston Township High 
School in 1936. Photo 
courtesy of ETHS

Evanston Township High School library in 1926.  
Photo courtesy of ETHS

But a worrisome achievement 
gap between minority and 
white students persists. as 
evanston turns 150, etHs is 
redoubling its effort to narrow 
the gap. school district 202 
Board and administrators 
recently restructured the 
freshman curriculum, replacing 
the honors track in certain 
subjects with a single earned-
honors-credit track for 
everyone reading at grade 
level or above. the goal is 
to prepare more students to 

take more challenging courses and, in superintendent eric 
Witherspoon’s words, “to eliminate the racial predictability 
of achievement.” n
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By larry Gavin  
and victoria scott

reports of the republican 
landslide reached evanston 
well before midnight on nov. 4, 
1924. thousands in town heard 
them from the five telephone 
operators answering calls all 
evening at the 9000 exchange. 

others monitored the wall-
mounted screen across from 
the evanston news-index office 
on sherman avenue. crowds also 
gathered in 15 evanston clubs to 
listen to the returns, while others 
tuned in at home.

as expected, the country had re-
elected President calvin coolidge 
by a wide margin. swept into the 
vice presidency was evanston’s own 
charles Gates dawes. 

Mr. dawes, born in 1865, started 
out with careers in law and banking 
that began in 1887 in lincoln, neb. 
in 1894 he acquired interests in a 
number of Midwestern gas plants 
and became president of the 
northwestern Gas light & coke 
company in evanston.  He made 
evanston his home from the 1890s 
until he died in 1951.

Mr. dawes was appointed 
comptroller of the currency by 
President William McKinley in 1898; 
he founded and became president 
of the central trust company of 
illinois in 1902. He was made the 
chief of supply procurement for the 
american forces in europe during 
the First World War and rose to the 
rank of brigadier general. 

a profane outburst in testimony 
before congress in 1921 gave him 
the nick-name “Hell’n Maria.” one 
committee member questioned 
General dawes on how much the 
u.s. army paid for horses during the 
war. He responded, “Hell’n Maria!  
i will tell you this, that we would 
have paid horse prices for sheep,  
if they could have hauled artillery!” 
He lectured the committee on the 

urgency of getting supplies to the 
soldiers who were being shot at, 
adding, “i am against that peanut 
politics. this was not a republican war, 
nor was it a democratic war. it was an 
american war.” 

in July 1921, when congress created 
the Bureau of the Budget, President 
William Henry Harding made him its 
first director. a few years later, Mr. 
dawes headed a commission that 
issued the “dawes Plan,” suggesting 
ways to stabilize Germany’s currency 
and address its deficits and war debt. 
He received the 1925 nobel Peace 
Prize for his efforts. 

despite his background Mr. 
dawes was not President coolidge’s 
first choice for vice president.  He 
learned of his selection when he was 
addressing the graduating class at 
his alma mater, Marietta college, on 
June 12, 1924. When he returned to 
evanston a few days later, some 3,000 
friends and neighbors gathered on his 
lawn at 225 Greenwood st. 

evanston had plenty of time to 
prepare for the official delivery of the 
nomination on aug. 19. the 40,000 
who congregated for “dawes day” in 
evanston, among them senators and 
congressmen from across the nation, 
found the town bursting with pride.

six months later, in March 1925, vice 
President dawes left for Washington 
and delivered a bombastic inaugural 
address to the senate in which he 
attacked the senate’s rule that allowed 
for filibusters. While this endeared 
him to the public, it annoyed many 

members of the senate and so 
upstaged the President that what 
might have been a harmonious 
relationship started off on a 
discordant note. 

vice President dawes later 
served as ambassador to england 
from 1929 to 1932 and then took 
charge of the reconstruction 
Finance corporation that congress 
created to assist corporations and 
banks in need of relief from the Great 
depression. after resigning from that 
position, Mr. dawes returned to the 
banking business until he died at the 
age of 85.

Charles G. Dawes 
THE 30TH vICE PRESIDENT OF THE uNITED STATES

The Evanston History Center now 
occupies the Charles Gates Dawes 
house at 225 Greenwood St.
RoundTable photo

President Calvin Coolidge and Vice 
President Charles G. Dawes.  
Photo source: Wikimedia Commons

n
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CheRRy pReSChOOL

Creating Ways–and Places–to Age Well
Welcome to the North Shore Residences of Mather LifeWays

e Mather
With multiple restaurants and 
nearly two acres of garden space, 
and just steps from the lake, 
e Mather, a continuing care 
retirement community, is a forward
thinking destination for those ready
to experience Repriorment.TM

425 Davis Street, Evanston
(847) 492.7400

Mather Place of Wilmette
One of the North Shore’s best kept
secrets, Mather Place of Wilmette 
is a friendly boutique residence 
nestled in a quiet neighborhood 
close to everything, offering inde-
pendent living with both entrance 
fee and rental options.

2801 Old Glenview Road, Wilmette
(847) 256.9300

Mather Pavilion
Mather Pavilion, ranked among 
the best nursing care residences in 
the nation by U.S. News & World 
Report in 2011, offers quality skilled
nursing care, memory support, and
rehabilitation services in a pleasant
Evanston neighborhood near 
Northwestern University.

820 Foster Street, Evanston
(847) 492.5679

Mather LifeWays is a unique, non-denominational not-for-profit organization dedicated to enhancing the lives of older adults
by creating Ways to Age Well.SM To learn more about our senior residences, community initiatives, and Institute on Aging, please
call (847) 492.7500 or find your way to www.matherlifeways.com.

12/12KC

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  ·  NO MEMBERSHIP FEE

Hours: Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. 12 p.m.–5 p.m.   

  

www.gfsmarketplace.com

Visit us soon!

We’re happy to be part  
of the growing  

Evanston community!

EVANSTON
2424 Oakton St. 
(847) 864-0266

45179
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150 Saint Francis Hospital — helping Evanston 
       stay healthy for more than a century

Evanston

Early images of  
Saint Francis Hospital

Saint Francis Hospital  
today with new private  
rooms opening in 2013!

years in the making

Like the city of Evanston, Saint Francis Hospital has a long and rich  

history of shaping lives. Since opening in 1901, we have expanded and 

continually upgraded to meet the needs of Evanston’s residents, making 

history along the way by performing the first open heart surgery in 1958. 

Still at the forefront of cardiac medicine today, Saint Francis provides 

high quality, compassionate care in virtually every medical specialty — 

from neuroscience and cancer care to orthopedics and women’s health. 
Saint Francis Hospital is now part of 
Presence Health, the newest health system in Illinois. 
To find a doctor, call 877-737-INFO (877-737-4636) 
or visit PresenceHealth.org.

Saint Francis Hospital
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By Mary Helt Gavin

Books and the life of the mind were integral to 
the development of evanston, the “classic town” 
that Frances Willard also called “Parnassus” and the 
“cambridge of the Prairie.”

the libraries of northwestern university and Garrett 
Bible college and the evanston Free Public library 
were built from the private collections of many of 
evanston’s prominent residents.

it was Major edward Mulford who brought the first 
collection of books to evanston when he settled here 
in 1825. He was called the “gentleman pioneer of 
evanston,” because “it was rare in those early days 
to possess much education or to own a library,” Miss 
Willard said. 

Major Mulford’s book collection included novels, 
books of poetry and several “school books”: “lindley 
Murray’s english reader,” “Hilliard’s First reader,” 
“abercrombie’s intellectual Philosophy,” “newman’s 
rhetoric” and “Porter’s analysis.” He also had at least 
two early “how-to” books: an 1829 edition of “Hoyle’s 
Games,” (which included “a Practical treatise on the 
Game of Goff, or Golf”) and “thomas Jefferson’s 
Manual of Parliamentary rules.”

Perhaps illustrative of the collections of reverend 
Francis d. Hemenway and his son, dr. Henry 
Hemenway, are the following titles: “the crucified 
Jesus; or a Full account of the nature, design and 
Benefits of the lord’s supper;” “nine commentaries 
upon Fevers and two epistles concerning the 
smallpox;” and “some Beauties of Free Masonry.” 
other early settlers with significant collections were 

orrington lunt, Judge Harvey B. Hurd, reverend 
Henry Bannister, dr. oliver Marcy, l.H. Boutell, robert 
d. sheppard, Walter lee Brown, Frank elliot, charles 
cleveland, Mrs. charles Morse (whose books included 
a substantial collection on the art of china and Japan)  
and edward eggleston, who was known as the “Father 
of the Public library.”

dr. eggleston, superintendent of the First Methodist 
sunday school in the late 1860s, conceived a plan for 
the evanston sabbath school union library, from which 
was born the concept of the evanston Free Public 
library. dr. eggleston sought the help of luther l. 
Greenleaf and others to establish a public library.

in the late summer of 1870, the evanston library 
association adopted both its formal name and its 
mission. the mission, while purporting to be egalitarian, 
retained traces of the elite ideals of its founders: “to 
establish and maintain a public library and reading  
room and in connection with this, by all suitable means 
to awaken a desire for sound knowledge and correct 
taste, and to provide for the gratification of the same 
among all classes of the community.” Mr. Greenleaf’s 
contribution, the largest gift to this new enterprise,  
was $575.

the first library opened its doors at 613 davis 
st. on Feb. 9, 1871, with thomas Kellam serving as 
librarian. the next year, a tax for a free public library, 
in accordance with the recently passed illinois state 
library law, was approved without dissent by the voting 
residents of evanston. Miss Mary Green, the librarian 
after Mr. Kellam, served for a year.  and in 1873 the 
association transferred the “books and other property 

Literacy, Learning  
and Libraries

Evanston’s first bookmobile was the first urban bookmobile in the U.S. Photo courtesy of the Evanston Public Library



  15 STORIES • 150 YEARS   27 

of the association to the directors of the Free 
Public library of the village of evanston, 
upon condition that the same be forever kept 
as a Free Public library for the use of the 
inhabitants of the village. …” in March of 1872, 
Miss l. H. newman became the first librarian 
for the Free Public library. 

two classes of membership in the first 
evanston Free Public library were approved – 
“ordinary” ($5 per year) and “life” – but in fact 
there were three, since the life membership 
was $30 for “gentlemen” but only $20 for 
“ladies.”

  the library was moved in 1889 to 522-
24 sherman ave. in 1896, F. W. nichols, 
superintendent of school district 2, requested 
the loan of 100 library books to district schools. 
the books were sent to the schools farthest 
from the library, bringing children and their 
families into the orbit of library services. 

several attempts were made in the following 
decade to secure a larger and permanent place 
for a library, but the city fathers were reluctant to 
put the city into further debt by purchasing a site. 
ultimately the city purchased the property at the 
corner of church street and orrington avenue for 
$31,600.

efforts to fund a library building “culminated 
in the offer of Mr. andrew carnegie to provide 
$50,000 toward the cost of such a building.” 
the cornerstone was laid on June 2, 1906. two 
iterations later, the present building, designed by 
Joseph Powell with the architectural firm of Hartray 
and associates in 1994, occupies the site. 

The reading room at the Carnegie Library, 1906. Photo courtesy of Evanston Public Library

Mrs. Mulford’s Books

Rebecca Mulford, wife of Major Edward Mulford, founded 
the first Sunday school library with her donation of 50 books. 

The First Methodist Sunday School began at the Mulfords’ 
home on Ridge Avenue nearly across from the present site of 
St. Francis Hospital. 

When the church and Sunday school moved to the log 
school house at Greenleaf Street and Ridge Road, she served 
variously as Superintendent, librarian and choir leader.  

Old First Methodist Church, home of the first Evanston Public Library. 
Photo courtesy Northwestern University Archives
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Photo courtesy of Evanston Police Department

on oct. 14, 1872, just a year after the Great chicago 
Fire, 11 buildings along davis street burned to the ground. 
reacting to this fire, the village Board authorized the 
purchase of a Babcock fire engine and hook-and-ladder 
trucks that could be pulled by hand or horses. the first fire 
engine consisted of a bright red tank about three feet by  
six feet by two feet that was mounted on a running gear of 
four wheels. the firefighters worked the handles of a pump 
on either side of the top of the tank. a hose about twice  
the size of an ordinary garden hose protruded from the top. 

a few months later, the Pioneer Hose company, an all-
volunteer fire department, was formed. Membership was 
considered an honor. 

By 1896, evanston’s Fire department had transitioned 
from a volunteer group to a paid staff. that year the 
fire chief and 11 firemen responded to 71 alarms. the 
department’s fire-fighting equipment advanced tech-
nologically to include a steam-powered pump pulled by 
horses, two horse-drawn hook-and-ladder trucks, and eight 
horses.

the evanston Fire department purchased its first 
motorized vehicle and pump in 1911, a robinson Pumper. 
By 1917, the department became completely motorized 
when it purchased five pieces of equipment. the horses 

Evanston’s Fire Department

From a  
horse-drawn  

hand pump to high  
tech fire fighting  

and advanced 
 life support

Evanston’s Police Department

From a  
one-man force 
in 1863, to a 
sophisticated 
community-policing 
operation

evanston’s Police department began with the 
appointment of a local butcher as its first policeman in  
1863. it appears he was able to handle crime on his own  
for a while. By 1870, though, the force had doubled to  
two, when the police chief hired his brother. they used fire 
hoses to quell the ‘dowie riot,’ a rally held by the followers 
of John alexander dowie (founder of Zion city, ill.) in 
Fountain square. 

during the 1880s, evanston, north evanston and  
south evanston merged, creating a single municipality.  
a combined police/fire station was built at Grove street  
and sherman avenue in 1897.

in 1904, the city of evanston established its first speed 
limit, 8 m.p.h. Police set up speed-traps on sheridan 
road and ridge avenue. Police officers equipped with 

stopwatches hid in the bushes and timed cars passing 
between tape markers on the pavement. the first traffic 
signal was installed in 1927, the first parking meters in 1948 
and the first street video-surveillance camera in 2000.

in 1929, evanston established the nation’s first accident 
Prevention Bureau. the bureau won many national safety 
council traffic awards, and in 1932 evanston was named 
america’s safest city. Just eight years earlier, evanston had 
ranked the fifth highest in u.s. traffic fatalities – due in large 
part to the fact that many residents were wealthy enough to 
afford motor vehicles. 

during the late 1940s, the department became the first in 
the area to appoint a youth officer. Formerly, young people 
in trouble were referred to an official at the county level 
of government. in 1969, the department created a youth 

Photo courtesy of Evanston Fire Department
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outreach Program staffed by civilians professionally trained 
to work with troubled youth and their parents. 

these early beginnings reflected a long-term trend to 
work with the community and schools to prevent and solve 
crimes. the efforts, which continue today, have evolved and 
expanded through the years. 

over the years the department has also become much 
more sophisticated in how it uses information to solve  
crimes, and it has partnered with other law enforcement 
agencies to do so. 

in 1969, the department began to participate in leads 
(law enforcement agencies data system), a computer  
and teletype network that enabled evanston’s police to 
access crime data maintained by illinois and the FBi. 

in 1982, the department began to track evanston crime 
patterns by computer. the tracking has become much  
more sophisticated and is used on a daily basis today in 
deploying police officers. 

in 1992, a state-of-the-art 911 communications system 
was installed. it provides the phone number and address of  
a caller and determines the police vehicle closest to the  
911 caller. 

in 1997, the department and 12 north suburban police 
departments formed the north regional Major crimes task 
Force (nortaF) to provide greater investigative resources 
and skills in solving crimes.

In our first 25 years, the 
Evanston Community 
Foundation emerged 
as a leading force 
helping Evanston thrive 
as a vibrant, inclusive 
and just community. 
As Evanston begins its 
next 150, we’ll be here 
building, connecting, 
and distributing 
resources to meet 
the challenges and 
opportunities of future 
generations. 

Give and grow with us!

we’re 
here 
for  
good.

 evanston!communityfoundation
evanstonforever.org

that had been used to pull the pumps and the hook-and-
ladder trucks were transferred to evanston’s department of 
streets. 

the department put a new 85-foot aerial ladder truck 
in service in 1924, and three years later it purchased two 
additional 1,000-gallon pumpers. By 1927, the department 
had a total of 84 firemen in service. With some variations, 
the department had roughly that number of men through 
1955. 

in a major expansion of the role played by evanston 
firemen, the evanston Fire department created the 
emergency Medical services (eMs) division in 1976, and 
12 men were added to staff ambulances. today, members 
of the Fire & life safety services department are certified 
paramedics in addition to being firefighters. 

evanston Fire & life safety services currently maintains  
a full-time professional staff of about 110 members. in  
2011, the department responded to 9,063 calls of which 
5,467 were emergency medical services and 3,596 were  
fire related.

the city’s fire stations are staffed 24 hours a day/365  
days a year. these stations house five fire engines, two 
aerial trucks, two ambulances, a heavy rescue squad and  
a command vehicle. n

n
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The Practice of Medicine
By Mary Helt Gavin

long before evanston had hospitals, there were 
practitioners of medicine, some trained in medical schools, 
some self-taught. early settlers used poultices and wet-
packs and relied on their own remedies, such as boneset for 
malarial fevers, rue for worms, lobelia for fevers, butterfly 
weed for pleurisy and tansy, chamomile, saffron and other 
herbs for other ills. the ridges, allowing settlement above 
lake level, together with a better drainage system than that 
of chicago, made evanston for the most part a healthy place 
to live.

dr. James ludlam settled in ridgeville in 1855 and was 
thought to be “probably the most thoroughly educated man 
in the profession among the early settlers.” John evans was 
a physician, but his interests had turned to commerce by  
the time he settled in evanston.

dr. nathan davis, called “the nestor of Medical 
education” was an early advocate of an orderly way of 
teaching medicine. in 1859, dr. davis founded the chicago 

Medical college, which northwestern university took over. 
it was the first medical school in the united states to have a 
three-year, established course of study. More than 10 years 
later, Harvard followed suit.

in evanston, dr. davis lobbied for sanitary conditions, 
proper drainage and a water treatment plant as matters of 
public health.

two stories of dr. davis’s private medical practice likely 
reflect his character: one concerns a woman who, having 
brought her daughter in for treatment, asked for the best 
treatment and said she would pay whatever fee he charged. 
dr. davis is said to have replied: “My fee is one dollar. i 
give my best care to every patient, the poor as well as the 
rich. i cannot do more in your case.” conversely, when a 
well-dressed man came to the office asking for immediate 
treatment, dr. davis told him to take a seat. the would-be 
patient again demanded treatment right away because of 
his status as the son of Bishop Whitehouse, whereupon  
dr. davis responded, “take two seats.”

in 1872, two doctors ministered to the sick in north 
evanston: dr. o.s. Jenks, who reported successful 

treatment of ‘congestive chills and lung fever,’ and 
dr. t. s. Blackburn, who reported ‘rapid recoveries’ 
for his patients,” wrote Margery Blair Perkins in her 
1984 book “evanstoniana.”

dr. Henry Hemenway wrote that just a few 
years later, in the late 1870s, dr. trimble, “a fine-
looking gentleman of middle age who promised to 
cut a wide swath in the local profession” came to 

evanston from parts unknown. dr. trimble’s practice 
grew, and “in a short time he had upon his list the 

names of several prominent families, but an unfortunate 
series of fatal accidents discourage him and he sought the 

balmy air of Florida, followed by a threat of shooting if ever 
he were seen in town again.”

in 1902, one of the first branches of the chicago Medical 
society was established here. the society was meant 
to unify the profession, and its doors were open “to all 
reputable practitioners.”

Mrs. Perkins wrote of three successful woman doctors 
in what she called “this paradise for women”: dr. sarah H. 
Brayton came in 1883; dr. Mary F. Mccrillis, a homeopathic 
physician, arrived in 1888, and in 1889 dr. Harriet Wolf 
settled in south evanston.

Pioneers in their time, these doctors learned from each 
other and their patients, possibly paving the way for the 
establishment of evanston Hospital in the 1890s and st. 
Francis Hospital less than a decade later. 

in 1914, dr. isabel Garrett and dr. arthur Butler founded 
the evanston sanitarium, which evolved into community 
Hospital. it provided healthcare services to african 
americans in evanston through 1980.

Dr. Jorge Prieto
Dr. Jorge Prieto, a Mexican-American, 

was a pioneer in community medicine and 
an Evanston resident for almost 30 years. 
Although he practiced primarily in Chicago, 
Spanish-speaking residents in Evanston 
sought his care and often lined up outside  
his door.

The Prietos moved to Evanston in 1956. In 
the 1960s Dr. and Mrs. Prieto marched for open 
housing in Evanston. They were among the co-
founders of the Evanston Latino Association. They backed 
the United Farm Workers Midwest grape boycott; farm 
workers ran the North Shore grape boycott from their 
house on Asbury. Dr. Prieto also co-founded the Illinois 
Migrant Council to help migrant workers obtain health 
care.

Dr. Prieto served Mexican immigrants in Chicago, 
opening a practice in 1952. He valued home visits as a 
way to build trust with his patients. In 1970; he became 
Cabrini Hospital’s director of community medicine and 
in 1974 Cook County Hospital’s chairman of the family 
practice department. By the time he left County in 1985, 
he had established three clinics in poor black and Latino 
communities. 

In 1985, Dr. Prieto was appointed president of the 
Chicago Board of Health.  He held this post until 1987 
and continued to preach the value of continuity of 
care, meaningful connections between Chicago doctors 
and their communities and the importance of bringing 
health care to underserved areas.

Dr. Jorge Prieto photo courtesy of John Hillebrand
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By Judy cHiss and larry Gavin

in 1891, after outbreaks of typhoid fever 
and smallpox, the evanston Benevolent 
society appointed a committee to establish 
an emergency hospital in evanston. the 
group quickly incorporated the evanston 
emergency Hospital and purchased an 
eight-room cottage at 806 emerson st., 
which they made suitable for use as a 
hospital for a total cost of $4,300. the 
new hospital opened its doors in 1893 to 
patients, both paid and free. 

almost from the start, the hospital’s board recognized 
that its facilities were not big enough nor modern enough 
to serve the community’s needs, and a search began for 
a more suitable site. the board changed the name to 
evanston Hospital association to reflect a broader mission, 
and the association purchased a lot on ridge avenue north 
of central street and built a new 18-bed hospital that was 
opened for patients in 1898. the hospital even had an 
“ambulance” – a horse drawn cart.

the charge for a bed in the wards was $5 to $10 a week; 
the cost for a private bed was $15 to $25 a week. the 
hospital had a temporary endowment to provide four beds 
for free. 

two years after the new hospital building opened, the 
hospital had a staff of 12 doctors who performed 76 surgical 
procedures in 1900. again, plans to expand became 
necessary. Within the next 20 years, the hospital expanded 
its facilities, opened a maternity ward, established a nursing 
school and became affiliated with northwestern university 

Evanston 
Hospital

Medical school and thus a teaching hospital. By 1920 
evanston Hospital was a 250-bed facility. 

evanston Hospital also focused on research. some 
early accomplishments of the hospital’s physicians include 
developing a vaccine for whooping cough and a toxin for 
the prevention of scarlet fever in the 1920s and 1930s. the 
hospital was able to launch its first comprehensive research 
program in the 1950s after receiving two major bequests. 
over the years, its staff physicians, clinicians and scientists 
have received numerous research grants from the national 
institutes of Health. since 2000 it has received more than 
$240 million in research grants.

evanston Hospital is now the nucleus of the northshore 
university Healthsystem (northshore). the system includes 
four hospitals in evanston, Glenbrook, Highland Park and 
skokie. northshore is the principal teaching affiliate for 
the university of chicago Pritzker school of Medicine. 
northshore, with annual revenues of about $1.8 billion, 
recently announced its membership in Mayo clinic’s  

patient-care system. 

evanston Hospital and its affiliates currently 
have more than 1,900 primary-care physicians 
and last year had more than 42,000 patient 
admissions.

From its modest beginning to provide 
emergency care to the sick and needy, evanston 
Hospital has grown immensely and been ranked 
by thompson reuters as one of the top 100 
hospitals in the nation for 14 years in a row. 
it is the only hospital to have achieved this 
recognition. 

When Evanston Hospital built a new 18-bed hospital on Ridge Avenue north  
of Central Street in 1898, it had an “ambulance” – a horse-drawn cart.  

Photo courtesy of NorthShore University Health Systems

The first Evanston Hospital, shown at left, 
was originally an eight-room cottage that 
was converted into a hospital. It opened 
its doors in 1891. Photo courtesy of 
NorthShore University Health Systems
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By larry Gavin and Mary Helt Gavin

in the 1840s, the site of Presence st. Francis Hospital,  
355 ridge ave., was home to the ten Mile House and 
tavern, built by Major edward Mulford. 

later James Kirk – whose soap and toiletry products 
company became Procter & Gamble – built his mansion 
there. 

in 1900 Monsignor Peter Biermann, pastor of st. nicholas 
church, purchased the Kirk mansion and part of the 
land for $35,000 on behalf of the sisters of st. Francis of 
Perpetual adoration in lafayette, ind. the Kirk mansion was 
converted to a hospital that opened its doors in 1901 as st. 
Francis Hospital. 

From two patients on the first day to 70 by year’s end, the 
25-bed hospital, operated by five caring Franciscan nuns, 
saw steady growth. adjacent land was purchased and used 
as a farm, where cows and chickens supplied milk and eggs, 
and where vegetables were grown for hospital use.

a new building, constructed for $150,000 and dedicated 
in 1910, was connected to the original Kirk building by an 
enclosed passageway. in a few years, when scarlet fever 
and diphtheria were epidemic in evanston and elsewhere, 
the Kirk building served as an isolation or 
contagion ward, with four sisters caring 
for up to 40 patients during a 12-month 
quarantine period. 

st. Francis Hospital continued to grow,  
with 225 beds by 1925.

a nursing school was established at the hospital in 1919 
with a class of eight students. By the time it closed its doors 
in 1998, more than 3,100 nurses had graduated from the 
program.

the Heart center, which helped solidify st. Francis’ 
reputation, opened in 1957. in 1958, st. Francis became 
a pioneer in the treatment of heart disease when the first 
open-heart surgery was performed. in 1972, the new 
surgical heart unit provided a complete program of cardiac 
care, and saint Francis Hospital soon became known as 
“the Heart Hospital.”

in 1986, st. Francis opened its community Health center, 
offering high-quality, low-cost health care for uninsured and 
underinsured families in evanston and rogers Park. 

twelve years later, the sisters of st. Francis “transferred 
their ministry” at the hospital to the sisters of the 
resurrection, and in late 1997, st. Francis became part 
of resurrection Health care. today the 375-bed teaching 
facility offers a full range of diagnostic, medical, surgical 
and therapeutic services in virtually every medical specialty, 
such as cardiology, neurosciences, oncology, orthopedics, 
women’s and children’s health, and imaging services. 

st. Francis operates a level i trauma center that 
specializes in emergency and cardiac care, and as part of 
its community services it provides training to paramedics. 
it was the first chest Pain center on chicago’s north shore 
and is a Primary stroke center. it has received many awards, 
including the Beacon award for critical care excellence, and 
is designated a Magnet Hospital, placing it in the top six 
percent of hospitals in the united states.

resurrection Health care and Provena Health recently 
merged, forming Presence Health, the largest catholic 
health-care network in illinois. as a result of the merger, 
st. Francis became part of this network, and the venerable 
and caring 112-year-old institution changed its name to 
Presence saint Francis Hospital. 

St. Francis Hospital

The James Kirk mansion was converted to a hospital that  
opened its doors in 1901 as St. Francis Hospital.  
Photo courtesy of Presence Saint Francis Hospital

St. Francis Hospital constructed  
a new hospital building in 1910 that  

was connected to the Kirk building.
Photo courtesy of Presence  

Saint Francis Hospital
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• Sponsors of Fortnightly Dance Classes since 1917

• Awards 4 college schorarships valued  
    at $10,000 each year

• Donated over $140,000 to Evanston youth 
    focused organizations in the past 5 years

• Sponsors of the bag pipe band in the July 4th 
    parade. Founders of the parade in 1922.

• Collaboration with the City of Evanston to 
    upgrade the “tot lot at Larimer Park in 2012

www.northendmothersclub.org
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By Morris “dino” roBinson  
Courtesy of Shorefront Legacy Center

Because neither evanston Hospital 
nor st. Francis Hospital admitted 
black patients in the early 1900s 
except in special circumstances, two 
black physicians, dr. isabella Garnett 
and dr. arthur Butler, founded and 
operated the evanston sanitarium. 
eventually evolving into community 
Hospital of evanston, the evanston 
sanitarium provided health care for 
many black persons along chicago’s 
north shore from 1914 to 1980. 

in 1914, dr. Garnett (1872-
1948) and dr. Butler (1879-1924) opened the evanston 
sanitarium in a house at 1918 asbury ave. dr. Butler was 
the staff surgeon, and dr. Garnett ran a general practice, 
delivering babies and administering anesthesia. Four years 
later, in 1918, the evanston sanitarium and training school 
was incorporated, overseen by a racially mixed board of 
directors. 

after dr. Butler died in 1924, dr. Garnett continued to 
operate the evanston sanitarium under the new name 
Butler Memorial Hospital.

in 1926, the racially mixed Booker t. Washington Hospital 
association was formed to build a new hospital, which, 
according to its 1929 bylaws, would make “no distinction 
… on account of race, religion, or nationality, either as to 
officers, patients, attending physicians, interns, nurses or 
other employees of the corporation.” 

on dec. 8, 1930, community Hospital of evanston 
opened an 18-bed hospital in the “Penn House,” the 
former home of dr. a. rudolph Penn, at 2026 Brown ave.

elizabeth Webb Hill (1898-1978) joined the staff of 
community Hospital in 1931 and was named chief of 
staff in 1943, becoming the first african american woman 
hospital chief of staff in illinois. the same year, community 
Hospital of evanston received provisional accreditation 
pending construction of a new hospital building, and dr. 
Hill founded the Woman’s auxiliary and headed the fund-
raising drive.

in 1950, community Hospital of evanston was awarded 
a matching grant under the Hill-Burton act, saving the 
dream of opening a new larger hospital. 
supporters of community Hospital began 
to raise funds and lease land along the 

north shore channel next to the 
Penn House for the new facility. the 
new 56-bed hospital was dedicated 
on oct. 5, 1952. this proved to 
be an example that cooperation 
between people of different 
backgrounds can work. By 1954, 
community Hospital of evanston 
obtained full accreditation.

during that same year, dr. Hill warned community 
Hospital’s board of directors that many black persons were 
choosing evanston’s formerly all-white hospitals, which had 
begun to admit black patients. in an attempt to attract black 
patients and retain black physicians, the hospital upgraded 
its programs and facilities in the 1960s. 

However, young black physicians were unwilling to have 
their primary affiliation with a small hospital like community 
Hospital and opted for larger affiliations such as evanston 
and st. Francis hospitals. Black patients also preferred to 
obtain health-care services at the larger hospitals.

in 1973, talks opened among evanston Hospital, 
northwestern university Medical school and community 
Hospital of evanston in an effort to insure the survival 
of community Hospital. as a result, all the doctors at 
community and evanston hospitals received full staff 
exchange privileges.

However, because of internal problems, the tripartite 
agreement fell apart. after 1975, most doctors formerly 
associated with community Hospital had left.

evanston Hospital eventually bought the closed 
community Hospital. in 1986, after local residents rejected 
various proposed uses for the facility, over the rainbow 
association acquired the buildings. the one-story hospital 
building was converted to the elizabeth W. Hill arboretum 
apartments, which provide integrated housing for severely 
physically disabled adults. the Penn House, vacant for a 
decade, was demolished for a parking lot in 1992, despite  
a campaign and protest to try to save the building.

The Evanston Sanitarium
from “A Place We Can Call Home”

The Evanston Sanitarium,  
pictured here, evolved into  
Community Hospital of Evanston. 
Photo source: Shorefront Photographic 
Collection, by Evanston  
Photographic Studios Inc.

Community Hospital of Evanston,  
the present site of Hill Arboretum  

Apartments and Over the Rainbow  
Association. Photo source:  

Shorefront Photographic Collection,  
by Evanston Photographic Studios Inc.
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By sHaWn Jones

edwin B. Jourdain, Jr. became 
evanston’s first african american 
alderman after the april 1931 
election, a position he held for all 
but two months until 1945. that two-
month gap, in February and March 
1932, resulted from a year-long battle 
waged by the losing candidate, 
Justice of the Peace John P. russ. 
the story involved legendary figures 
such as W.e.B. duBois and clarence 
darrow, evanston names like Peter 
Jans, Merrick, Fullerton, sherman and 
James. When the dust settled in april 
1932, Jourdain was again the Fifth 
Ward alderman.

at that time, evanston’s eight 
wards provided two aldermen each, 
for a city council of 16. aldermen 
served two-year terms, with one of 
the two seats up every single year. 

as the election of 1931 
approached, edwin B. Jourdain 
declared his candidacy amid little 
fanfare in the mainstream press. 
He ran against two experienced 
politicians, incumbent oscar carlson 
and Justice of the Peace russ.

Mr. Jourdain was particularly well- 
suited to enter the political world. He 
came from the new Bedford section 
of Boston, son of a founding member, 
along with W.e.B. duBois, of the 
niagara Movement, a predecessor 
of the naacP. He grew up among a 
self-styled group of “new Bedford 
radicals.” He graduated from 
Harvard college with honors in 
1921, then moved to evanston to 
attend northwestern’s Medill school 
of Journalism. after graduating, he 
worked as an editor with the chicago 
defender and then as a reporter with 
the chicago Bee.

the black community did not 
embrace the Jourdain candidacy 
initially. Professor W.W. Fisher, 
whom the evanston news-index 

called “for years the 
leader of the colored 
race in evanston” with 
a national reputation, 
said in a statement in 
late March of 1931: “a 
colored man cannot be 
elected for the reason that there are 
so many more white voters in the 
ward.” He endorsed Mr. russ. the 
article reporting the endorsement did 
not even mention Mr. Jourdain. 

Mr. Jourdain enlisted the aid of 
family friend Mr. duBois, bringing 
him to evanston for a speech and 
rally at the Masonic temple. in a 
memo written to Mr. duBois, Mr. 
Jourdain wrote that opposition to his 
candidacy was “led by a professional 
negro politician,” Mr. Fisher, and 
that it was “swelled” by a belief that 
no black alderman could achieve as 
much good as a white, black-friendly 
alderman could. He brought Mr. 
duBois to dispel such thoughts. 

election day arrived april 6, and 
Mr. russ immediately claimed victory, 
saying that “both white and colored 
voters” backed his candidacy. the 
results told a different story.

on april 8, when the votes were 
counted, Mr. Jourdain polled 1,890, 
Mr. russ, 1,505 and Mr. carlson, 891. 
there were many fewer voters in  
the april 2009 election, when the  
Fifth Ward re-elected alderman 
delores Holmes with 474 votes  
to her opponent’s 155. 

the news-index immediately 
declared Mr. Jourdain the victor, 
saying, “to Jourdain goes the 
distinction of being evanston’s 
first negro alderman.” the paper 
called the election “not unexpected 
because of pre-election strength 
given by scores of white voters,” and 
praised Mr. Jourdain for “conducting 
his campaign in a commendable 
manner, free from  

ill-feeling and 
vituperation.” 

in an editorial, the 
news-index wrote: 
“For the first time in 
history evanston is to 
have a negro on city 

council. edwin B. Jourdain, a young 
and energetic leader of his race in 
evanston, won handily over John P. 
russ and oscar carlson, incumbent,  
in the race for aldermanic honors in  
the fifth ward.”

By april 13, however, it was clear 
that Mr. russ would not accept the 
election’s results, in large part because 
of the huge vote total. He and his 
supporters claimed the Fifth Ward 
had only 3,000 voters while more 
than 4,200 votes were cast. “Gross 
irregularities” were rumored. one 
house, according to reports, held 50 
registered voters, though a check of 
the rolls reduced that number to 23. 

the Fifth Ward’s was not the 
only disputed election result. in the 
seventh, alderman Paddock was 
elected by a slim two-vote majority 
amid disputes over votes allegedly 
cast by non-resident northwestern 
students. in the eighth Ward, contro-
versy surrounded contracts the elected 
alderman laBahn had with the city, 
allegedly disqualifying him from office. 

on april 27, evanston swore in 
its new city council, including Mr. 
Jourdain and Mr. Paddock but not Mr. 
laBahn. Mr. russ read a petition into 
the record protesting Mr. Jourdain’s 
election and setting the stage for 
a months-long series of hearings, 
testimony and argument over the  
1931 election. 

Hearings began in May before 
council’s judiciary committee but 
quickly moved to a magistrate so 
that hearings could be conducted 
during the day. in fits and starts over 
the summer, into the fall and finally 

Edwin B. Jourdain, Jr.
EvANSTON’S FIRST AFRICAN 
AMERICAN ALDERMAN

Edwin B. Jourdain, Jr.  
Source: Shorefront  
Photographic Collection,  
courtesy of the  
Jourdain family



  15 STORIES • 150 YEARS   37 

concluding in december 1931, the 
magistrate heard testimony from 
about 300 witnesses.

the election and hearings shared 
the headlines with the al capone 
tax-evasion trial; charles lindberg’s 
“world tour” by air with his wife, 
anne; Gandhi’s independence 
efforts in india; and the death of 
thomas edison and Knute rockne. 
the summer saw the introduction of 
beach tokens in evanston, as record 
temperatures caused overcrowding 
on public beaches. the south 
Boulevard el station opened, and 
the city contemplated city stickers 
to replace more easily pilfered 
medallions. 

in the eighth Ward, Mr. laBahn 
was officially disqualified on May 19. 
in the seventh, after initially resisting 
a recount (alderman Jourdain voted 
with the majority of council against 
the recount in July), the votes were 
indeed recounted. ald. Paddock 

extended his margin to five votes and 
that election finally ended. Meanwhile, 
the Fifth Ward contest dragged on. 

the hearings themselves produced 
what the news-index called “startling 
revelations” of overcrowding and 
violations of “health” and “sanitation” 
standards in the Fifth Ward. testimony, 
in one instance, revealed that four 
families lived in a single, four-room 
apartment. the judge, Magistrate 
Harry Porter, threatened contempt 
sanctions against witnesses who failed 
to appear, and the paper speculated 
that the investigation “caused the 
exodus of many former citizens” 
who fled the city to avoid subjecting 
themselves to cross-examination. 

no mention was made of restrictive 
covenants that limited the number of 
places african americans could live. 
instead, a sense of shock as to actual 
conditions pervaded. “Most witnesses 
appeared innocent of intentional 
wrongdoing,” said the news-index, 

but at the same time Mr. russ’ case 
strengthened as more and more 
testimony piled up. 

Finally, on dec. 14, the hearings 
concluded, and Magistrate Porter 
presented a 1,200-page transcript 
to the city’s judiciary committee for 
review. the judiciary committee, made 
up of aldermen Fullerton, Merrick (of 
the rose garden) and sherman did not 
take up the matter until Jan. 25. they 
presented the case to council on Feb. 
1 with alds. Fullerton and Merrick 
recommending a “no election” ruling 
over ald. sherman’s dissent.

council officially “unseated” 
alderman Jourdain that night by a 
10-4 vote. the two alderman from 
the Fifth Ward, Mr. Jourdain and 
Peter Jans, did not vote. no charges 
were made against Mr. Jourdain or 
anyone else in the Fifth Ward, but 
based upon allegations of “every 
known type of election fraud,” 
council simply canceled the election. 

In an ideal world, most of us would choose
to “age in place” in our own apartment or
home.  But real world challenges can make
that difficult.  Happily, in our world there is
North Shore Village, a neighbor-to-neighbor
network offering social engagement and
support services for older adults. If you are
among the 9 out of 10 older adults who want
to age in place, or if you are concerned

about your parent(s) living alone as they
grow older, consider North Shore Village.
We connect our members to the services
and support that make aging in place
possible and safe. We organize social,
cultural and educational programs that keep
members informed, active and engaged.
We volunteer to help each other with rides,
errands, companionship.

“North Shore Village is part of a national movement that is charting a new and exciting
course for how we navigate the ‘third age.’  The wisdom, talent and experience of
older adults constitute a valuable resource for Evanston 150 in bringing the Ten Big
Ideas to fruition. We are eager to be of service as our city both celebrates its past
and imagines a vibrant future.” – Helen Gagel, Executive Director, North Shore Village

Imagine your future with North Shore Village...
northshore-village.org  847-721-1413  info@northshore-village.org  

Roundtable
December 2012
7" x 4.4"

North Shore Village...Imagining a future for older adults
who choose to age well in the community they love.

Happy 150th Birthday Evanston!

s
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alderman Jourdain, an alderman 
since april, was out. the Fifth Ward 
lost representation. council set a 
special election for april to elect an 
alderman to fill the one year left in 
what had been ald. Jourdain’s term.

rather than run to complete what 
had been his term, Mr. Jourdain 
announced on Feb. 4 that he would 
instead take on ald. Jans, described 
by the chicago defender as a classic 
“machine politician.” He was taking  
it to council. He was going right  
at them.

northwestern university students, 
led by Professor a.r. Hatton, rallied 
to Mr. Jourdain’s aid. they waited 
in line overnight – for 22 hours – in 
front of the clerk’s office to secure 
Mr. Jourdain’s status as the first to 
declare, and therefore claim, the first 
spot on the ballot, on Feb. 4 and 5. 

ald. Peter Jans did not take 
Mr. Jourdain’s announcement and 
candidacy well. on Feb. 9, the 
news-index reported that ald. 
Jans demanded Mr. Jourdain be 
prosecuted for illegal voting and 
perjury. it was an about-face, since 
before Mr. Jourdain announced his 
candidacy, ald. Jans voted against 
prosecuting any witnesses from the 
Jourdain-russ hearings, saying, “you 
are carrying things beyond the point 
of fairness to innocent victims.”

on Feb. 24, ald. Jans won a 
significant victory over Mr. Jourdain 
and “meddling professor” Hatton 
when council accepted ald. Jans’ 

list of clerks and election judges to 
preside over Fifth Ward precincts. 

in early March, when news of the 
lindberg baby kidnapping filled the 
papers, the nation’s most famous 
attorney, clarence darrow, joined 
the Jourdain election campaign. He 
appeared at a Jourdain rally at the 
second Baptist church on Benson 
avenue before a crowd of more than 
2,000 people. loudspeakers had to 
be installed so that the speech could 
reach the overflow crowd.

according to the news-index, 
the March 12 meeting was the 
first political meeting Mr. darrow 
addressed in evanston, and it added 
“great weight to the Jourdain 
campaign.” the meeting was “one 
of the largest and most enthusiastic 
political meetings ever held in 
evanston... there was not a discordant 
note.” 

Mr. darrow skewered city council 
for its vote to cancel the 1931 election. 
“speaking as a lawyer,” he reportedly 
said, “council’s ruling in throwing 
out the election because of a small 
percentage of admittedly fraudulent 
votes was comparable to convicting a 
man for murder because he had killed 
a chicken.”

ald. Jans continued to fight, but 
the wheels were coming off. at a 
March 22 Fifth Ward rally, “He denied 
bringing the question of race onto 
the Fifth Ward political situation. the 
question of color is God’s work,” he 
said, according to the news-index 

report. the crowd, predominantly 
black, openly laughed at him. ald. 
Jans reacted poorly to the laughter, 
saying that two-thirds of the Fifth 
Ward could be moved out “because 
of sanitary conditions.”

on april 5, vindication came for 
edwin Jourdain. He ousted ald. 
Jans by a vote of 2,356 to 1,848 
to become, for a second time, 
evanston’s first african american 
alderman. that distinction, first won 
in april 1931, was revoked when that 
election was canceled in February.

the news-index wrote, “the 
biggest upset of the election was 
the victory sweep of Jourdain and 
sandidge. even the most ardent 
Jourdain followers had not expected 
the 508-vote margin.” Mr. Jourdain 
was elected and would go on to 
work within city council to force the 
desegregation of the varsity theater 
and evanston’s parks and beaches. 
His long and active tenure stretched 
until 1945. But it all started with two 
elections, in 1931 and 1932. 

Meanwhile, the election to 
complete the one year remaining 
in ald. Jourdain’s original term 
saw alderman sandidge, who 
campaigned with and was openly 
supported by Mr. Jourdain, beat 
former rival John P. russ 1,595 to 
1,316. alderman dorothy sandidge, 
that is, who became evanston’s first 
woman elected to alderman.  
But that is another story...

847.864 .5225/ w w w . c a h i l l i n c . c o m

If you dream of a better home,
then the man of your dreams 

is driving one of these orange vans.

1890

Kitchen /Bath  Design & Remodeling  • Plumbing  • Heating/Cooling

RndTable_7x4-4_Brand-2.indd   1 3/20/08   4:23:18 PM

1800 Central Street • Evanston
Just East of the Central St. Metra Station

john@iloveinsurance.com

FAST, COMPETITIVE QUOTES

847 869-0677

auto • home • business • life • health

John Roman
Your friendly neighborhood agent!
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Presbyterian Homes was 
incorporated in 1904 in 
response to a plea made by 
Norman Barr, a pastor at Mt. 
Olivet Church in Chicago, 
to establish a home for 
older Presbyterians with 
limited financial means. The 
first home was established in 
Chicago in 1913. In 1915, 
Presbyterian Homes purchased a partially wooded 
20-acre site in Evanston between Simpson Street, 
Lawndale Avenue, Grant Street and Prospect Avenue 
to build housing for elderly Presbyterians.  

In 1921, ground was broken for the main building 
at 3200 Grant St. The building, called “Geneva Place,” 
opened for residents the following year. Over time, 
as farmers in the area retired, Presbyterian Homes 
purchased additional land adjoining the original site, 
bringing the total to 40 acres.  

Presbyterian Homes expanded to serve older 
adults of all faiths and economic means, hire staff 
to take on increased roles, and add nurses and other 
professionals to advance health care and supportive 
services. 

Many additions and changes have been made in 
Evanston since Geneva Place opened. A three-story 
hospital wing was added to the building in 1944-45.  
In the 1960s, Westminster Place was constructed on 
the 40-acre property with 60 cottages, 57 townhomes 

and 130 apartments to serve older adults with  
greater financial resources. A modern health care 
facility – the McGaw Care Center – was given by 
Foster McGaw in memory of his wife, Mary, to  
better meet the long-term care needs of older adults. 

In 1985, the King Home in Evanston joined the 
Presbyterian Homes. In 1990, the Wilson/Sidwell 
Apartments opened to provide assisted living as a 
bridge between independent living and health care. 
In 1991, the Ten Twenty Grove building was added 
as another option for independent seniors.

The Presbyterian Homes is accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities. Of the 2,200 continuing care centers in  
the nation, only about 350 are accredited.

Presbyterian Homes’ main building, 3200 Grant St., called 
“Geneva Place,” under construction in 1922.  

Photo courtesy of Presbyterian Homes

MATHER LIFEWAYS: 
Continuing Alonzo’s Dream

With two recently completed high-rises in downtown Evanston, Mather 
LifeWays continues the legacy of Alonzo Mather: to help senior citizens 
age well. A descendant of Increase and Cotton Mather, Alonzo Mather 
came to Chicago from New York in 1875 and made a fortune developing 
railway freight cars that could transport cattle safely and humanely. 

Mr. Mather learned in the late 1930s that some widows of soldiers, 
many of whom he counted as friends, were left in financial straits. Mr. 
Mather’s will created a trust at his death, in 1941, to create The Mather 
Home for Aged Ladies on the northeast corner of Davis Street and 
Hinman Avenue. It was meant to care for “ladies of refinement.” The 
Mather opened in 1952, and in 1987 the trustees received approval to 
include men in their residences.

Mather Gardens and its sister building across Davis Street, Mather 
Place at The Georgian, were demolished recently and replaced by the two 
state-of-the-art buildings comprising Mather LifeWays’ continuing care 
retirement community in Evanston.

“Alonzo’s Wish,” a $30 million fund for financial aid to Evanston 
residents during the first 10 years of operation of the new buildings, will 
sustain Mr. Mather’s dream of helping senior citizens of Evanston age 
well in a caring environment. 

PRESBYTERIAN HOMES:
Welcoming Seniors 
Of All Faiths

The original Mather Gardens on the 
north side of Davis Street at Hinman 
Avenue. Photo courtesy of Mather 
LifeWays
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THREE CROWNS PARk:
Its Name Hints of Its Swedish Heritage

Three Crowns Park, a continuing care retirement 
community in Northwest Evanston, has served 
seniors for more than 100 years. 

 Three Crowns, formerly known as the Swedish 
Retirement Association, purchased land in between 
Pioneer Road, Grant Street, McDaniel Avenue 
and Colfax Street in 1908. It built and opened a 
50-room retirement home facing Pioneer Road in 
1909. The project was the result of the combined 
efforts of many Swedish societies and individuals in 
Chicago, according to a 1917 history, “The Swedish 
Element in Illinois.”

A 130-room addition was completed in 1923. 
The Landstrom Manor, containing independent 
living units, was added in 1974-75. In 2004, Three 
Crowns began an expansion and renovation 
project that includes new independent living units 
(McDaniel Courts), a memory care household 
(Colfax House), and skilled care households 
(McDaniel and Hartrey Houses). 

Three Crowns Park’s continuing care retirement 
community now has 224 units/apartments, 
consisting of 118 independent living units, 48 
private and semi-private nursing beds, 39 assisted 
living units and 19 memory-support units.

                     93rd 
     Year/ 
                 Founded  
                     1921

    Congratulations!  
         Evanston

The Evanston Chamber of Commerce 
is 93 years young. It continues to be the 
catalyst and connection to thriving new 
businesses in the community, as well as 
established businesses that have the savvy 
and fortitude to reinvent the wheel and 
go the distance.

The Chamber is a vital partner with the 
City of Evanston, Chicago’s North Shore 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Downtown 
Evanston, Northwestern University and 
many local businesses and associations, 
always striving to make Evanston a stron-
ger, business friendly environment while 
appreciating the vibrancy and commit-
ment of its citizenry.

Specialized interest groups, networking 
opportunities and recognition of those 
businesses that go beyond the norm in for 
profit and non-profit organizations, is an 
important part of the Chamber’s mission.  

We salute the City of Evanston on  
its 150 birthday and take pride in our  
continuing partnership and promotion  
of this vibrant city.

www.evchamber.com

Pioneer Place at Three Crowns Park, 1909, called at that 
time The Swedish Retirement Home. Photo courtesy of 
Three Crowns Park



Living Begins April 2013

Evanston’s Newest Apartment Homes

Now Leasing for Spring of 2013!
21 distinctive floor plans featuring Studio,  
1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartment homes.

The perfect blend of open, modern design, sleek 
architecture and world-class amenities. 1717 is  
also the perfect location. Just steps from the  
local charm of downtown Evanston, minutes  
from Chicago and the surrounding suburbs. 

Live at 1717 and experience   
the best Evanston has to offer.

Featuring:
• Club Room with Billiards and Theater

• Sun Terrace with Resort-Style Pool,
    Conversation Areas and Outdoor Kitchen

• Executive Business Center with 
    Workstations, Office Conveniences 
    and a Well-Appointed Meeting Space

• Fully Equipped Fitness Center with
    Spectacular Views through  
    Floor-To-Ceiling Glass Walls

• Cyber-Cafe with TV, WiFi, and 
    a Relaxing Sun Terrace View

Extra Touches That Make  
The Difference:

• In-home Energy Star Washer/Dryer
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Fixtures
• Granite Countertops
• Spacious Closets
• Designer Plank Flooring
• Heated Underground Parking
• Storage Areas
• Controlled Access

• Smoke Free / Pet Friendly

URBAN LUXE.  INSPIRED DESIGN.

847-328-1717

www.1717evanston.com
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the desire for small-town camaraderie in the big city  
of chicago led attorney Paul Harris to establish a club  
of like-minded professionals. From the beginning – 
Feb. 23, 1905 – the meeting place rotated among the 
members’ offices, and the group came to be known as 
the rotary club. 

Within a decade, clubs were chartered from san 
Francisco to new york to Winnipeg, canada. By 1921 
rotary clubs had been formed on six continents. the 
organization adopted the rotary international name a 
year later. evanston, rather than chicago, soon became 
the home of rotary international. the organization’s 
headquarters originally were located on ridge avenue.

Planting trees in the name of fellowship, friendship 
and community service has been a hallmark of rotarian 
goodwill for almost a century. Many of those trees, found 
worldwide, have “grown into enduring monuments of 
rotary’s ideals.” the rotary international Friendship 
Garden, in the ladd arboretum along the north shore 
channel, was begun in 1962. it is maintained by the 
rotary club of evanston.

rotary international now occupies several floors of 
the building it owns at 1560 sherman ave.

rotary’s motto, “service above self,” was adopted 
in 1989. a companion motto or slogan was reworded in 
2010 as “one Profits Most Who serves Best.”

the all-volunteer organization now has 33,000 clubs 
in more than 200 countries. among its humanitarian 
projects are those that address hunger, poverty and 
illiteracy. Perhaps rotary’s best-known program is 
protecting children against polio, with a goal to 
eradicate polio worldwide.

Unitarian Church of Evanston
 

Founded in 1891
 

Originally named Church of All Souls
 as a community of liberal religious faith and good works.



We promote human dignity and the free and  
responsible search for truth and meaning. 



Join us on Sundays at 10:30 for worship and religious 
education. 



847-864-1330  www.ucevanston.org

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL:
‘Service Above Self’

Rotary World Headquarters on Ridge Avenue near the end of construction  
in 1954. Photo courtesy of Rotary International

Groundbreaking 
for Rotary World 
Headquarters on 
Ridge Avenue on 
May 3, 1953.   

Left to right:  
Evanston Mayor John R. Kimbark, 
3rd Vice President Claude W. Woodward, RI President 
H. J. Brunner, 2nd Vice President Rodolfo Almeida Pintos, 
and Evanston Rotary Club President Joseph F. Wanberg. 
Photo courtesy of Rotary International

Rockwell Associates
Architecture & Planning

Ellen Rockwell Galland
	 					

An evanston business for over 30 Years

rockwellassociates.net

1124 Florence Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60202

847-328-9390	 					

n
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www.duxlerautocare.com

For 30 years, we’ve been providing Evanston 
residents with the highest level of professional service, 

quality products, and convenience.

Evanston 2620 Green Bay Rd.
847.869.3200

Skokie 9323 Skokie Blvd.
847.679.4840

Wilmette 1201 Green Bay Rd.
847.251.3888

Northbrook 280 Skokie Blvd.
847.498.0505

Evanston’s Choice for 
AUTO CARE

Duxler Owners
Glenn and Brian Moak

Named 1 of 4 top shops in the country
by Tire Review Magazine

847.679.4840

Named 1 of 4 top shops in the country

T
O

P SHOP

F I N A L I S TAWARD

Since 1983

THE CHICAGO-DEMPSTER
MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

150
THE CITY OF EVANSTON

Here’s to 150 more filled
with community growth

and prosperity!

would like to congratulate

on celebrating

years
1
8
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3

2
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1
3

NOWOPENAT
1526 Chicago Ave., 

Evanston, IL

847.424.1855 

taliaboutique.com

Clothing and accessories with a  
classically contemporary sophistication

STYL ISH&CHIC

PLANT HEALTH CARE
• Emerald Ash Borer  

Prevention
• Dutch Elm Disease  

Prevention
• Insect and Disease  

Diagnosis
• Root Feeding

• Plant Health Care Programs

TREE MAINTENANCE
• Tree Pruning, thinning  

and balancing
• Planting

• Cabling and Bracing
• Deadwood Removal

• Tree Removal
• Crane Service

• Stump Grinding

SERVICING THE NORTH SHORE

847-256-TREE (8733) • www.sunRisETREEsERvicE.com

MicHAEL
WALL

cERTiFiED ARBORisT

5% DISCOUNT ON ANY
TREE SERVICE OVER $300

(UP TO $100.00)

Now is a great time …  
to take care of your trees!

SUNRISE TREE CARE
COMPLETE TREE CARE  

DISPATCHED FROM EVANSTON
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By Judy cHiss

the historically significant 
lighthouse landing Park is a 10.4- 
acre parcel of land that contains 
the Grosse Point lighthouse. the 
conical, italianate-style lighthouse 
tower rises 113 feet at the eastern 
end of central street, at sheridan 
road. Grosse Point lighthouse 
was designated a national Historic 
landmark in 1999 and is still 
functional as a class 2 lighthouse 
providing navigational assistance to 
pleasure boaters on lake Michigan. 
in weather with good visibility, the 
powerful optic on the tower can 
project its beam up to 20 miles across 
the lake.

the lighthouse was designed 
by civil War hero colonel orlando 
Metcalf Poe and was built by the 
Federal Government on the evanston 
promontory that had been named by 
early French traders and explorers. 

a lighthouse was in fact overdue. 

the need for a lighthouse had been 
demonstrated by increased traffic 
on lake Michigan, the dangerous 
shoals near the approach to 
chicago and the 1860 sinking of the 
lady elgin (300 lives lost). 

citizens of evanston had 
witnessed and aided in rescue 
attempts of the lady elgin and 
subsequently petitioned the united 
states congress for a lighthouse 
on Gross Point. the construction 
project was delayed by the civil 
War and the Great chicago Fire, but 
the Grosse Point lighthouse was 
fully operational by the start of the 
shipping season in 1874. 

during its busiest times, 
four lighthouse keepers and a 
maintenance worker were needed 
to keep the light and fog signals 
in working order. However, as of 
1934, photoelectric technology 
was installed to do the work of 
traditional lighthouse keepers.  

Grosse Point Lighthouse

  Photo source: “Evanston: Its Land and People”

847-528-9844      www.genielemieuxphoto.com

 

Evanston’s  
Helpful Hardware  

Family Serving the  
Community for  

Four Generations

Since 1895

Lemoi Hardware
1008 Davis Street • Downtown Evanston

847.328.4900
OPEN EVERYDAY
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JANUARY 18 - FEBRUARY 24

FOR TICKETS: 847.673.6300 or northlight.org
9501 Skokie Boulevard | Skokie IL | FREE PARKING!

by 
Matthew 
Lopez

THREATENED 
BY SECRETS 
BUT UNITED 
BY  FAITH...
a Jewish 
Confederate 
soldier and two 
former slaves 
struggle to 
rebuild their 
lives in the 
aftermath of 
the Civil War.

“Haunting, Striking and Powerful” 
-The New York Times

Visit northlight.org/events for FREE events related to this play.

This year marks both the 10th anniversary season of Nichols Concert 
Hall and the 100th birthday of this historic landmark building.  

Winner of the Richard H. Driehaus Award for adaptive reuse, the 
building was designed by noted architect Solon S. Beman in 1912.
  
Called a “visual and sonic gem” by the Chicago Tribune’s John von 
Rhein, this Evanston treasure offers a world-class chamber music series, 
community concerts and special events to thousands each year.

Nichols Concert Hall
Celebrating ten years - 2003-2013 

Nichols Concert Hall • 1490 Chicago Avenue, Evanston
musicinst.org • 847.905.1500, ext. 108

cityofevanston.org/150

1863 – 2013

Celebrating 

Celebrate our Past as we build  
a better Future for all.

events
opportunities

programs

Community-wide events and initiatives for all residents, nonprofit and religious  
organizations, schools, businesses and institutions to get involved.

Creating the Most LivabLe City in aMeriCa

For more information call 3-1-1 or text keyword “EVANSTON” to 311311
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By Mary Helt Gavin

Fountain square has been the center of 
evanston’s commercial and social life since 

it was created as Five corners in 1854. 
after the dedication of the centennial 
fountain in 1876, the place became 

known as Fountain square. it eventually 
became the place where evanston’s servicemen 

and -women were honored, 
incorporating the fire of war and  
the coolness of water.

the original fountain, which now 
graces the Merrick rose Garden at oak 

avenue and lake street, was dedicated at the 
country’s centennial, July 4, 1876. 

on foot and in horse-drawn 
carriages, people – nearly 
1,000 of them – attended the 
celebration, wrote historian 

Janet Messenger in an article in the 
Evanston RoundTable (aug. 22, 2007). 
the day began at 5 a.m. and “included 
prayers, a reading of the declaration 
of independence, a tour of the new 
waterworks [opened the year before], a 

picnic lunch, games, speech-making and 
evening fireworks.” John H. Kinzie, who 
chaired the fund-raising committee, 

formally presented the fountain to 
village president obadiah Huse. 

the bubbling water of the 
fountain “seemed like a miracle to 

residents who had never seen running water before …  
of course, this being evanston, the proud seat of 
temperance, it is not surprising that the day’s oration 
 was titled ‘the Ministry of Water.’” 

orator edward s. taylor said, “let this ornament [the 
fountain] be a perpetual reminder of the great deed in  
the shadow of which we sit today … the idea of popular 
 self-government. … drink then at the fountain which  
cheers but not inebriates …”

sixteen years later, in 1892, evanston’s first city Hall  
was built at Fountain square. it housed the city’s offices  
and the library. that same year evanstonians “lit up the 
square with a bonfire … celebrating the merger of evanston 
and south evanston, a union intended to save evanston  
from the encroachment of land-hungry chicago and its  
non-temperance ways.”

after the end of World War i, evanston considered, 
then rejected, a number of ways to honor its servicemen 
and -women, such as a park, a community center and 
entertainment venue of some type. a War Memorial 
committee appointed in 1943 was incorporated as evanston 
War Memorial, inc. the next year. on nov. 11, 1949, the War 
Memorial Fountain – a three-basin fountain designed by 
Hubert Burnham – was dedicated. 

in 1976, Fountain square saw a new fountain as it 
celebrated the country’s Bicentennial. 

the 2008 rededication of the plaza, now called veterans 
Memorial Plaza, on Flag day (June 14), recalled the 1951  
visit by General douglas Macarthur, who laid a wreath at  
the base of the flagpole in honor of evanstonians who died 
in this country’s wars. on veterans’ day in 1951 (then called 
armistice day), a plaque memorializing his speech  

Fire and Water: Fountain Square

Fountain Square, 
1877.  
Photo courtesy  
Northwestern 
University 
Archives

Fountain Square, 
1946. Photo  
by/courtesy  

Evanston 
Photographic 

Studios Inc.
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evening train had already 
departed. after the 
union defeat at Bull run 
on July 31, Julius White 
made an impassioned 
plea to help save the union and free 
the slaves. at a meeting the following 
evening patriots signed the roll and 
pledged financial support.

“Julius White, whom lincoln had 
recently appointed collector of 
customs of the Port of chicago, 
resigned in order to enlist. He headed 
the thirty-seventh illinois infantry. 
John l. Beveridge formed company 
F of the eighth illinois cavalry and 
became colonel of the seventeenth 
illinois cavalry. William Gamble, who 
was in charge of harbor improvement 
before the war, led the eighth illinois 
cavalry and played a conspicuous role 
in the decisive Battle of Gettysburg. 
those three evanstonians were all 
brevetted generals. twenty-four other 
evanstonians served as officers of 
lesser rank, and another fifty-four as 
volunteers in the calls for fighting men.” 

dr. James ludlam became a Major 
in the union army. He “went with the 
evanston boys – General Beveridge, 
Major russell, lieutenant Harry 

Pearsons and others – into the eighth 
illinois calvary.” 

dr. nathan davis, who was noted 
for his knowledge and practice of 
medicine and public health, was 
at one time called “Pope davis,” 
because of his sway with some of the 
chicago irish “in the dark days of the 
civil War, when recruits were badly 
wanted but were slow to come,” 
according to sheppard and Hurd’s 
“History of northwestern university 
and evanston.”  no date is given for 
the time that dr. davis “so eloquently 
pleaded” for irishmen to enlist that 
“large numbers came forward.”

 Many evanston men and women 
served in subsequent wars, both in 
battle zones and at home. the names 
of those who died in service to their 
country are inscribed on the pillars in 
Fountain square. 

When General douglas Macarthur 
visited evanston and laid a wreath at 
Fountain square in honor of those who 
had died serving their country, he said, 
“i do not know the dignity of these 
men’s birth, but i do know the glory of 
their death. they died that this nation 
and all things it stands for shall not 
perish from this earth.”

evanston was incorporated as a 
town in 1863, in the middle of the 
civil War. But two years earlier, when 
Fort sumter was fired upon, the 
tiny town of evanston and its new 
university – both staunchly abolitionist 
– answered the call for union soldiers. 

Margery Blair Perkins wrote in 
“evanstoniana” of the response:  

 “When the civil War broke out with 
the fall of Fort sumter on april 13, 
1861, northwestern students eager to 
enlist walked all the way into chicago 
when they discovered that the last 

Evanston Heeds the Call of War

was placed on a stone at the foot 
of the flagpole. 

Memorial day and veteran’s 
day services are held there 
annually. the plaza has been the 
site of protests, demonstrations 
and rallies. as the year wanes, 
the evanston community gathers 
for celebrations. Just before 
thanksgiving, the Mayor and santa 
claus arrive by fire truck to light 
the christmas tree. in december 
in a celebration of Hanukkah, a 
menorah is lighted there. veterans 
Plaza and Fountain square still  
hold the heart of evanston.

Centennial Fountain was removed  
to the Merrick Rose Garden, replaced 
by this fountain and veterans’ 
memorial in 1949. Photo by/courtesy 
Evanston Photographic Studios Inc.

In 1951, General Douglas McArthur 
and his wife and son visited Evanston. 
The General laid a wreath at the 
base of the flagpole in honor of 
Evanstonians who died serving their 
country. Photo by/courtesy Evanston 
Photographic Studios Inc.

Northwestern ambulance company 
number 9 (Red Cross A. C. #9),  

going through a drill in May 1917.  
Photo courtesy Northwestern  

University Archives, donated by  
Professor Arthur H. Nethercott
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cinda jo berry
DESIGNER/PRINCIPAL

cjb design associates, inc.
www.cjbdesignassociates.com

cinda@cjbdesignassociates.com

  1124 FLORENCE AVENUE  ~  EVANSTON, ILLINIOS 60202 
           TEL:1-847-570-9956  ~  CELL: 1-773 - 750 - 1449
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                        School for Little Children is a                
    play-based, part-time preschool     
     for children ages 2-5.  SLC has offered  
preschool &  pre-K programs in the heart 
of Evanston since 1934.  Come learn more 
at Prospective Family Night on Wednesday, 
January 16th at 7:00 p.m. 

www.slcevanston.org           847.864.3889                                                  
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pre-K programs in the heart of Evanston since 1934.
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Prospective Family Night

Wednesday, January 16th at 7:00 p.m.

847.864.3889
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 Davis Street. Photo by/courtesy Evanston Photographic Studios Inc.
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Maintaining a home may be a
longstanding source of pride for
you, but it can also become a 
burden as you grow older. Perhaps
your home has a large yard which
requires constant maintenance.
There are also a number of high
expense repair fees that can
quickly add-up which not only
can cause a financial burden, but
also an immense amount of stress.
Retirement shouldn’t be about
shoveling, mowing the lawn or
home repairs. It’s worthwhile to
take a look at your current living
situation and see if an alternative
to remaining at home may give
you more freedom and flexibility
in the long run. 

For many of us, the decision
to make a move from our homes
of many years is understandably
difficult. But things have changed.
Upkeep has become strenuous

and costly, and it interferes with
how we want to live our lives
today. At Presbyterian Homes,
we’ve got you covered. We under-
stand your concerns and have de-
signed a Home Sales and Moving
Assistance Program to eliminate
any foreseeable stress. 

The Home Sales Contingency
Plan offers low interim-financing
rates and interim rental in the 
unlikely event our relocation 
consulting team can’t sell your
house in 90-days. Statistics indicate
that prospective residents whose
homes were sold through our 
relocation consulting team sold
3.9 months faster than those who
chose to go it alone. Be sure to
also ask about our deferred 
entrance fee program.

As your move approaches, let
us do it all – from planning to

packing to putting it all in place,
just as you wish. We’ll be with you
all the way, helping you with every
detail. Our team of experts can
provide simple moving solutions
and, based on your needs, services
may include:

• A network of real estate 
professionals to find the right
buyer at the right price.

• Recommend improvements to
make your house as appealing
as possible to sell.

• Organize your move to help
you decide what to bring.

We offer a great opportunity
to ensure that the best move you
can make to one of the five 
Presbyterian Homes communities
is your easiest move ever. The
sooner you start the process, 
the sooner you can enjoy a 
maintenance-free lifestyle. 

To learn more about 
Presbyterian Homes campuses 
in Evanston, Arlington Heights
and Lake Forest visit our website
at www.PresbyterianHomes.org 
or call 847.866.1641. 

Presbyterian Homes is a 
not-for-profit organization with 
a national reputation for creating
extraordinary communities for
older adults for over 100 years. 

We’ve got you covered at Presbyterian Homes
ADVERTORIAL

Evanston • Lake Forest • Arlington Heights
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Our roots are firmly planted in Northwest Evanston 
and we continue to grow

Three Crowns Park has been an 
integral part of Evanston for 
more than 115 years. In fact,

some still refer to us as the Swedish 
Retirement Association, the same 

organization a different era. As time 
goes on, we challenge ourselves to 

provide retirement living that fits the 
needs of each generation.

For residents at Three Crowns Park, 
this is not rocking chair retirement, it 
is vibrant senior living with financial 

peace of mind. Tucked in a Northwest 
Evanston neighborhood, across the 
street from an elementary school, 
we are part of a wider community 

that bustles with life. Come visit our 
neighborhood, we bet  someone will 

know your name.

Enjoying the 
grounds, 1912

The Crown Prince 
of Sweden visits, 
1926

Open House Royal 
Greeters, 2011

Pioneer Place  
Grand Opening, 1910

Annual Summer 
Picnic, 1921

YWCA Ricky Byrdsong  
Race Against Hate, 2012

2323 McDaniel Avenue • Evanston, Illinois • www.threecrownspark.com • 847-328-8700


